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Forty-four out of 50 states have experienced some form of school finance litigation. Of the other six states, Delaware, Hawaii, Mississippi, Nevada and Utah have had no school funding litigation; in Indiana a suit was filed but withdrawn prior to any court decision.

Adequacy lawsuits have been filed in 32 states.  The results of these cases are as follows:

· In 14 cases the courts found that the school funding system, in part or in whole, violated the state’s constitution.

· Seven cases resulted in court rulings in favor of the state.

· Four cases were settled out of court.

· Six cases are still pending.

· One case was withdrawn prior to being heard.

The information in this StateNote comes from the Campaign for Fiscal Equity’s ACCESS Project.  A link to each state’s ACCESS Web page is available by clicking on the state name. 

	State
	Has there been an adequacy suit?
	Most Recent Adequacy Case
	Did the final court decision side with the state?
	Was there an adequacy study? Who initiated it?

	Alabama
	Yes
	Alabama Coalition for Equity v. Hunt (1992)
	Yes.  Case was dismissed in 2002.
	State initiated, 2001

	Alaska
	Yes
	Kasayulie v. State (1997)
	No
	State initiated, 1998

	Arizona
	Yes
	Crane Elementary School District v. State (2001)
	Yes.  Crane Elementary School District v. State was dismissed and plaintiffs are appealing.  
	Court ordered, 2001

Outside initiation, 2005 

	Arkansas
	Yes
	Lake View School District, No. 25 v. Huckabee (2001)
	No
	Court ordered, 2003

	California
	Yes
	Williams v. State (1999)
	Parties settled in August 2004
	State initiated, 2005

	Colorado
	Yes
	Unknown (1988)
	Suit was withdrawn 
	State initiated 

	Connecticut
	Yes
	Sheff v. O’Neill (1996)
	Parties settled in January 2003
	No

	Delaware
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Florida
	Yes
	Coalition for Adequacy and Fairness in School Funding v. Chiles (1995)
	Yes
	No

	Georgia
	Yes
	Consortium for Adequate School Funding in Georgia v. State (2004)
	No decision yet
	No

	Hawaii
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Idaho
	Yes
	Idaho Schools for Equal Educational Opportunity v. State (1998)
	The court sided against the state only on the issue of facilities and capital funding.
	No

	Illinois
	Yes
	Lewis E. v. Spagnolo (1999)
	Yes
	State initiated, 2001 

	Indiana
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Iowa
	Yes
	Coalition for a Common Cents Solution v. State (2002)
	Parties settled in 2004
	No

	Kansas
	Yes
	Montoy v. State (1999)
	No
	State initiated, 2002

	Kentucky
	Yes
	Young v. Williams (2003)
	No decision yet
	State initiated, 2003

Outside initiation, 2003

	Louisiana
	Yes
	Charlet v. Legislature of the State of Louisiana (1998)


	Yes
	No

	Maine
	No
	NA
	NA
	State initiated, 1999

	Maryland
	Yes
	Bradford v. Maryland State Board of Education (1994)
	No.  Plaintiffs returned to court in 2000. The circuit court declared that the state "still is not providing the children of Baltimore City...a constitutionally adequate education," has failed to comply with the 1996 Consent Decree, and needs to provide "additional funding of approximately $2,000 to $2,600 per pupil" in 2001 and 2002. 
	State initiated, 2001 

Outside initiation, 2001

	Massachusetts
	Yes
	Hancock v. Driscoll (1999)
	No decision yet
	Outside initiation, 1991, 2003

	Michigan
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Minnesota
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Mississippi
	No
	NA
	NA
	State initiated, 1993

	Missouri
	Yes
	Committee for Education Equality v. State (1993, 2004)
	No.  The re-constituted Committee for Educational Equality filed a new equity and adequacy lawsuit against the state in 2004. 
	Outside initiation, 2003 

	Montana
	Yes
	Columbia Falls Public Schools v. State (2002)
	No
	Outside initiation, 2002

	Nebraska
	Yes
	Douglas County v. Johanns (2003)
	In January 2004, the state court heard arguments on the State's Motion to Dismiss and Motion to Transfer Venue. Also pending is a Motion for Leave to Intervene.
	Outside initiation, 2003

	Nevada
	No
	NA
	NA
	NA

	New Hampshire
	Yes
	Claremont School District v. Governor (1999)
	No
	State initiated, 1998

	New Jersey
	Yes
	Abbott v. Burke (1981)
	No 
	State initiated, 1996

	New Mexico
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	New York
	Yes
	Campaign for Fiscal Equity v. State (1993)
	No
	Court ordered, 2004

State initiated, 2004

Outside initiation, 2004

	North Carolina
	Yes
	Hoke County v. State (2004)
	No
	No

	North Dakota
	Yes
	Williston Public School District v. State (2003)
	Decision pending.


	State initiated, 2003

	Ohio
	Yes
	DeRolph v. State (1991)
	No
	Court ordered, 1995

Outside initiation, 1993

	Oklahoma
	No
	Plaintiffs decided against pursuing an adequacy lawsuit.
	NA
	No

	Oregon
	No
	NA
	NA
	State initiated, 2000

	Pennsylvania
	Yes
	Marrero v. Commonwealth (1998)
	Yes.  Case dismissed
	No

	Rhode Island
	Yes
	Town of Exeter v. State (2000)
	Yes
	No

	South Carolina
	Yes
	Abbeville v. State (1993)
	No decision yet.
	Outside initiation, 1998

	South Dakota
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Tennessee
	No
	NA
	NA
	State initiated, 1992

Outside initiation, 2004

	Texas
	Yes
	West-Orange Cove ISD v. Nelson (2001)
	No
	No

	Utah
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Vermont
	No
	NA
	NA
	State initiated, 2004

	Virginia
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Washington
	Yes
	Seattle II v. State (early 1980s)
	No
	Outside initiation, 2003

	West Virginia
	No
	NA
	NA
	No

	Wisconsin
	No
	N/A
	N/A
	Outside initiation, 2002

	Wyoming
	Yes
	Campbell County School District v. State (1995, 2001)
	In its second Campbell decision, the court found that the state had complied with court-ordered remedies, with some notable exceptions.  
	Court ordered, 1997, 2002


Source:  ACCESS, Campaign for Fiscal Equity, Inc. http://www.schoolfunding.info/
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