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This map illustrates the total number of years of school attendance required by each state, based on each 
state’s compulsory school attendance requirement. Compulsory school attendance refers to the minimum 
and maximum age required by each state at which a student must be enrolled in and attending public 
school or some equivalent education program defined by law. For example, in Alabama the minimum 
compulsory age is 7 years old – meaning that students must attend school by age 7 – and the maximum 
compulsory age is 17, meaning students cannot leave school before age 17. Thus the mandatory number 
of school years in Alabama is 10. 
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Total Years of Attendance Required 

13 (4 states and DC) 

12 (9 states) 

11 (9 states) 

10 (19 states) 

9 (9 states) 
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