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	To:
	Legislative Education Staff 

	From:
	Sara Shelton and Ashley Wallace, NCSL Education Program 

	Date:
	October 5, 2011

	Subject:
	Invitation Memo: A Look at the Research and Policy Around Time and Learning:  A Seminar for Legislative Education Staff


You are invited to join your legislative education staff colleagues for the 2011 LESN Fall Seminar, A Look at the Research and Policy Around Time and Learning to be held on Friday, December 2 – Sunday, December 4 in Tampa, Florida.  With generous support from The Wallace Foundation, this professional development seminar will focus on expanding learning opportunities (ELOs). ELOs provide safe, structured learning environments for students outside the traditional school day, through before–and after-school; summer; and extended-day, –week or–year programs.
The seminar, to be held at the Marriott Tampa Waterside, will begin at on Friday, December 2 at 1:30 pm and will conclude on Sunday, December 4 at 1:00 pm.  NCSL will cover the following expenses associated with your participation in the seminar: airfare (based on an early advance purchase), ground transportation to and from the airport and the Marriott, all meals during the conference, and up to two nights lodging at the Marriott.  Parking and other incidentals will be your responsibility.  There is no registration fee for staff to attend this LESN seminar.  The NCSL Fall Forum, which we hope you will also attend, precedes the LESN seminar at the Marriott Tampa Waterside on November 30 – December 2.

High-quality ELOs often engage youth through innovative learning methods and complement what students learn during the traditional school day. ELOs can keep youth engaged in learning at a time when nearly one in four students fail to graduate from high school on time. The purpose of this seminar is to take a look at research on ELO best practices, how time can be used innovatively to support student success, and discuss the policy implications related to these findings.  Participants will gain firsthand knowledge of the benefits and challenges facing ELOs through a site visit to an after-school program.  With cities and states facing budget gaps, cuts to ELO programs have become prevalent.  Participants in this seminar will study the range of policy options that can support high-quality ELOs during this difficult fiscal climate.

The Legislative Education Staff Network (LESN) is co-sponsored by NCSL and the Education Commission of the States (ECS) as part of an effort to provide opportunities for staff to meet and compare notes with colleagues from other states who are tackling many of the same issues. 

If you would like to join us, please fill out the attached registration form and fax it to Barbara Houlik at 303-856-2578, on or before Friday, October 28, 2011.  We are able to accommodate 30 participants, with a limit of two per state, on a first-come first-served basis.  Upon receipt of your registration form, we will contact you with information on making your travel arrangements.

We hope you can join us for what promises to be an excellent opportunity to explore issues and strategies around time and learning in your state.  Please feel free to contact Ashley Wallace at 303-856-1655 or ashley.wallace@ncsl.org or Sara Shelton at 303-856-1647 or sara.shelton@ncsl.org for program and agenda information.  Contact Barbara Houlik at 303-856-1429 or barbara.houlik@ncsl.org for logistical information.
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