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Virginia’s School Improvement Strategy
The PASS Initiative:

Ensuring Program Alignment to State Standards
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Overview

In 2002, 32 Title I schools that were warned in English and/or mathematics for the previous two consecutive years fell into “school improvement” status under No Child Left Behind and agreed to participate in Governor Warner’s offer of assistance through the Partnership for Achieving Successful Schools (PASS) initiative. A study of Virginia’s schools that were Accredited with Warning indicated 85% did not have a curriculum aligned to the state Standards of Learning. One of the initial and most critical forms of PASS technical assistance was to assist schools and school divisions in aligning their programs to the Standards of Learning. 

The Department of Education provided a curriculum framework, a pacing guide and aligned formative quarterly assessments. Concomitant with aligning the curriculum was establishing a test data feedback system that provided guidance for student intervention and alignment monitoring. A quarterly formative assessment system was implemented. To ensure appropriate pacing, school divisions participating in PASS agreed to use a common curriculum framework, quarterly pacing guide and quarterly formative assessment. The test results format was custom designed for user-friendly interpretation. Principals and a lead data teacher in each PASS school were trained to interpret the results to manage informed program changes that ensured the fidelity of alignment.
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Virginia’s School Improvement Strategy
( Evidence of Effectiveness (
· Quarterly results informed principals, school division central office staff and staff in the Virginia Department of Education’s Office of School Improvement of program and student deficits that could be addressed immediately.

· Year One results of the PASS initiative demonstrated significant improvement in student pass rates resulting in five of the previously warned schools being fully accredited and only four warned in English or mathematics.

· More than 40% of the PASS schools made double-digit gains in English test pass rates and 72% improved by 10 or more percentage points in mathematics.

Lesson

Program Alignment is the

Cornerstone of Success

on State Assessments

Virginia Department of Education

Jo Lynne DeMary, Superintendent of Public Instruction
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G. Corrective Actions





F. User-Friendly Results





E. Frequent Monitoring (9 weeks tests)





D. Pacing Guide





C. Curriculum Guide Text Book Alignment





B. Scope & Sequence





A. Curriculum Framework





Alignment Tools - The Key to Success!











