[image: image5.wmf]
Virginia’s School Improvement Strategy
Special Education Training

and Technical Assistance Centers (T-TACS)

Overview

Training and Technical Assistance Centers are funded by the Virginia Department of Education to improve educational opportunities and contribute to the success of children and youth with disabilities (birth - 22 years). Seven T-TACs serve all the educational geographic regions in the state. Educational specialists provide technical assistance to school divisions through a variety of methods, including strategically designed training, demonstrations, professional development workshops, and consultations. Consultation priority is given to school divisions with low-performing schools needing improvement.  

State T-TACs:

· Virginia Commonwealth University

http://www.soe.vcu.edu/ttac/
· Old Dominion University 

http://www.ttac.odu.edu/
· William and Mary 

http://www.wm.edu/ttac/
· George Mason University 

http://chd.gmu.edu/ttac/
· James Madison University 

http://ttac.cisat.jmu.edu/
· Virginia Tech University 

http://tac.elps.vt.edu/
· Radford University 

http://ru-portal.radford.edu/ttac/

Representative Projects

Access For All Institute: Provides information and instruction about quality educational programs for students with moderate to significant disabilities. Presents strategies for teaching students and supporting their participation in inclusive environments, such as effective teaching, universal design, communication programming, assessment and the parent/professional partnership.

Alternate Assessment: Provides instructional resources for students with significant disabilities as well as implements instruction and technical assistance for school staff and parents on the state's alternate assessment program. 

Early Transition & Preschool: Provides educational opportunities and technical assistance for personnel working with toddlers who transition from early intervention to special education that demonstrate effective practices in early childhood education.
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Virginia’s School Improvement Strategy
Representative Projects, continued

Parent Resource Centers: Provide support for parent involvement in the special education process, educational opportunities for parents and guidance in resolution of conflict.

Enhanced SOL Scope & Sequence: Provides resources that will assist elementary, middle and high school teachers in the delivery of Standards of Learning (SOL) content to students using differentiated instructional techniques and technology. 

Instructional & Learning Strategies Blueprint: Establishes coordinated, statewide educational opportunities, using a research-based continuum of literacy techniques, to improve literacy for students with disabilities so they may learn successfully the Standards of Learning (SOL) content. 

Instructional Support Team Sites: Establishes Instructional Support Team (IST) sites in each educational region to use as model programs for enhancing, improving and increasing student and personnel performance. Provides intensive educational support and technical assistance to each site.  

Reading First Initiative:  Provides education in reading instruction techniques and technical assistance with a focus on special education teachers, linking with Virginia's Reading First project.

( Evidence of Effectiveness (
From Virginia Special Education Improvement Plan Report, 2003:

· The percentage of students with disabilities who complete school has increased from 66.7% in 1996-97 to 75.9% in 2000-01.

· In 2000-2001, 95.9% of secondary career and technical program completers attained at least 80% of the industry-validated competencies.

· The statewide percentage of students with disabilities passing the Standards of Learning Assessments has increased steadily from 1997-1998 to 2001-2002 in each grade and subject area.
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Lesson

Successful outcomes for students with disabilities are the framework for planning and measuring the impact of specialized technical assistance.
    Virginia Department of Education

Jo Lynne DeMary, Superintendent of Public Instruction

www.pen.k12.va.us
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