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The Education Commission of the States presents the  
2009 ECS National Forum on Education Policy

AND 
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EDUCATI  N
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HIGH GEAR

REGISTER BY MAY 29 AND SAVE $100!  
Visit www.ecs.org/NF2009 today.



Get Ready to Shift Gears!
LEARN HOW EDUCATION CAN BE AN ENGINE TO IGNITE THE ECONOMY
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     WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND:

 �Managing human capital: Strategies states can use
	 �Allan R. Odden, Professor, Department of Educational Leadership & Policy Analysis, University of Wisconsin-Madison and 

Co-Director, Consortium for Policy Research in Education in the Wisconsin Center for Education Research

 ���Allowing innovation: What inhibits and what enables? 
	� Clayton M. Christensen, the Robert and Jane Cizik Professor of Business Administration at the Harvard Business School, 

author of Disrupting Class (2008)

 �How Tennessee and Educational Testing Service (ETS) teamed up to improve math education, and how your state can benefit
	 Michael Nettles, Senior Vice President, ETS Policy Evaluation and Research Center 

	 Staff from the Tennessee Department of Education

 ���The effects of federal, state and local education policy on schools and classrooms and
how our education system can and must be aligned to the global workforce

	� Richard Elmore, Gregory R. Anrig Professor of Educational Leadership at Harvard University and
Director, Consortium for Policy Research in Education

 ���Making schools a vehicle for upward mobility: How America can make strategic 
investments to improve education and workforce outcomes for underserved students 

	� Uri Treisman, Executive Director of the Charles A. Dana Center and 
professor of mathematics and of public affairs at the University of Texas, Austin

 ���Anticipated panel of governors responding to the challenges around education 
and the workforce

	 Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty to host

 What have we learned about closing the gaps in college access and success?
	 Kati Haycock, President, Education Trust

 �Hear a stellar lineup of influential thinkers

 ���More than 30 knowledge-packed sessions, roundtables and workshops

 �Six powerhouse plenary sessions with top education policy experts

 �Lively networking events 

 �Network with ECS Corporate Partners and Forum Sponsors, including: 
Pearson, College Board, Worldwide Interactive Network (WIN),  
Educational Testing Service (ETS), Measured Progress,  
National Education Association (NEA) and MetaMetrics.

     GET YOUR WHEELS TURNING WITH THESE GREAT SESSIONS:

2008-10 ECS Chair, Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty accepts the gavel from 

2006-08 ECS Chair and Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius, now Secretary 

nominee, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.



SESSION TOPICS INCLUDE:

For a complete list of sessions, descriptions, dates and times,
visit www.ecs.org/NF2009.

The ECS National Forum is the place for answers

21st Century Skills —Flavor of the Month  
or the Way Forward?
Discover emerging state practices and lessons  
learned in developing 21st century standards

A New Perspective on Math Education
How Tennessee and ETS teamed up to improve math 
education — highlights lessons learned 

Assessing 21st Century Skills
Looks at how to assess student skills mastery in civic 
engagement, critical thinking, teamwork, integrity and 
personal responsibility

Benefits of Multi-State Collaboration
Three New England states share how they worked 
together to develop common grade-level expectations 
and assessments

Boosting Higher Ed Cooperation to Produce Needed 
K-12 Science and Math Teachers
The National Association of State Universities and Land 
Grant Colleges (NASULGC) and ECS discuss efforts to 
forge greater state university cooperation aligned to each 
state’s need for science and math teachers 

Building Stepping Stones into the Workforce
Innovative strategies to move more low-skilled,  
low-wage adults into livable-wage jobs

Disruptive Innovation
Allowing solutions such as computer-based learning to 
take root — what inhibits and what enables?

Education, the Economy and  
Workforce Development
Determining workforce and workplace issues — how 
to certify student skills to get students moving up the 
economic ladder

Getting Past Go — Developmental Education Drives 
College Success
Strategies that leverage developmental education to 
increase postsecondary attainment

Linking Early Learning and the Early Grades
Outlines a framework of state policies to increase 
continuity across early learning systems to boost  
school readiness and student success

Making the Most of the Federal STIMULUS PACKAGE
How to maximize the use of these new dollars for  
the “biggest bang”

Moving P-20 Agendas Forward in  
Tough Economic Times
Reveals high-leverage efforts to improve P-20 
transitions, build public/private partnerships and 
further P-20 goals

Tapping Technology to Maximize  
Student Achievement
Explores emerging technologies to improve content 
delivery, boost student engagement and assess  
contents mastery and skills

Teacher Effectiveness
Insights into managing human capital for strategic 
reforms — better teachers for big gains in student 
learning 

Teaching Quality and Leadership
Thought-provoking policy and strategy recommendations 
for wide-scale improvements across states

What’s Next in High School Reform
Pulls back the curtain on the new college-ready 
definition, shares ways to predict college success and 
discusses well-honed dropout prevention measures



Questions? E-mail: nationalforum@ecs.org.
Go to www.ecs.org/NF2009 and register by May 29 to save $100!
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THREE WAYS TO REGISTER:
www.ecs.org/NF2009
Complete the online 
registration form and 
submit; must include credit 
card information.

Complete the online 
registration form, print 
and fax; must include 
credit card information.
303-296-8332

Complete the online registration form,  
print and mail along with full payment to:

Education Commission of the States 
Attention: ECS National Forum Registration
700 Broadway, Suite 810
Denver, CO 80203-3442

ECS is the pre-eminent resource for state 
education leaders — governors, chief state 
school officers, legislators and policymakers. 
As the nation’s only nonpartisan interstate 
compact devoted to education at all levels, it 
helps states and territories shape policy and 
practice for the 21st century. Join us in 
Nashville. This is the place for answers.

enlighten, equip and engage
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www.ecs.org/NF2009

Gear up for 
          Nashville!

Register now at: 
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Join hundreds of your peers at the  
premier 50-state education policy event of 2009:

Parthenon at Night/photo by Austin Theatre Alliance

 � �Gain critical insights from top education leaders and return to your state inspired and equipped for today’s tough challenges.
 � �Take part in thought-provoking sessions featuring top policy and practice leaders — learn the latest strategies to advance 

your state or organization.
 � Connect with other policy leaders and practitioners at a variety of exciting networking events.
 � Help shape education policy and practice for the 21st century.
 � Meet the 2009 State Teachers of the Year, thanks to the generous support of the National Education Association (NEA).
 � Visit with members of the 100 District Leaders Network (DLN).



The lowdown on Nashville ... it rocks! So much to see ... so little time. With a multitude of 
outstanding attractions, events, tours, shopping, restaurants and live entertainment, it’s hard to 
fit everything into a single visit. This is the place where music is inspired, created, recorded and 
performed. The promise of Nashville is to provide the ultimate musical entertainment experience 
... celebrated through its diverse cultural and entertainment offerings ... and presented in an 
authentic, unique, friendly and unpretentious atmosphere.

Today, Nashville is home to over 80 record labels, 130 music publishers and, at last count, over 
180 recording studios. On any given night, there are over 100 live music clubs in Nashville 
where you can see and hear artists from every genre performing. 

700 Broadway, Suite 810
Denver, CO 80203-3442
www.ecs.org
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The Rhythm of Nashville
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