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Introduction 

Below, we include information pertaining to the coronavirus pandemic and its effects on education. Because the 
situation is changing daily, this information should not be considered all-inclusive; rather, it is a snapshot of what we 
know at the time of this posting. As more information becomes available, Education Commission of the States will 
add to this page with relevant education policy information. If you are a state policymaker wanting to be connected 
to another state, please reach out to your State Relations liaison. 

Education Commission of the States tracks education legislation across all 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
Because of the influx of legislation addressing the COVID-19 pandemic impacts on education, Education Commission 
of the States now tracks the topic in both its 2020 State Education Policy Watch List and State Education Policy 
Tracking tool. 
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Federal Guidance 

• Information on the federal government’s response to and resources regarding the coronavirus can be 

accessed at coronavirus.gov, and a special landing page for schools and child care centers can be found here.  

• The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, which was signed into law March 27, had 

many provisions relevant to education and education policy. The full text of the act can be found here and 

New America has published a summary of its education provisions here.  

o On April 9, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos published a letter to college and university 

presidents describing CARES Act funding for higher education; on that same day the department of 

education published this list of allocation amounts for each higher education institution.  

o On April 14, DeVos announced that the nearly $3 billion Governor’s Emergency Education Relief 

Fund, which was authorized by the CARES Act, would be quickly made available to governors. The list 

of allocation amounts to each state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico can be found here. 

o  On April 21, DeVos announced an additional $6.2 billion available to higher education institutions 

through the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund authorized by the CARES Act. 

o On April 23, DeVos announced $13.2 billion in coronavirus relief through the Emergency and 

Secondary School Education Relief Fund. State education agencies must allocate 90% of the funds to 

local education agencies. The list of allocation amounts for each state, the District of Columbia and 

Puerto Rico can be found here.  

o On April 30, DeVos announced that nearly $1.4 billion in additional funding, as part of the Higher 

Education Emergency Relief Fund, will be directed to minority-serving institutions — including 

historically black colleges and universities and tribally controlled colleges and universities — and 

institutions serving low-income students.  

• The U.S. Department of Education has a landing page with coronavirus-related information at 

ed.gov/coronavirus. To highlight a few resources, see here and here for guidance on providing services to 

children with disabilities during the outbreak; and see here for an FAQ regarding the temporary suspension 

of federal student loan interest and payments. 

• A press release from April 6 provides an overview of “new funding flexibilities to support continued 

learning,” as authorized by U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos.  

• The U.S. Department of Agriculture released a statement addressing “flexibilities to make it easier for 

children [and others] to get food during the COVID-19 national emergency and remove administrative 

roadblocks for the dedicated local staff who serve them,” available here.  

o On April 3, the USDA announced it was opening an application window for a Distance Learning and 

Telemedicine grant program; that press release is available here.  

 
Governors’ Executive Actions and State Guidance 

• The National Governors Association provides a resource page covering governors’ actions across the states in 

response to COVID-19. This page includes a section on schools/childcare and universities. 

• The National Association of State Boards of Education provides a policy update on Continued Learning during 

COVID-19 that reviews state guidance for addressing a variety of issues.  

• Below are examples of guidance from states on matters related to education: 

http://www.coronavirus.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/748/text
https://www.newamerica.org/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/everything-you-need-know-education-coronavirus-emergency-bill/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/caresactgrantfundingcoverletterfinal.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/allocationsforsection18004a1ofcaresact.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-announces-3-billion-emergency-education-block-grants-governors
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/governors-emergency-education-relief-fund/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/governors-emergency-education-relief-fund/
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/GEER-Fund-State-Allocations-Table.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-delivers-6-billion-additional-grant-funding-support-continued-education-americas-colleges-universities
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-makes-available-over-13-billion-emergency-coronavirus-relief-support-continued-education-k-12-students
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSER-Fund-State-Allocations-Table.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-delivers-nearly-14-billion-additional-cares-act-relief-funds-hbcus-minority-serving-institutions-and-colleges-and-universities-serving-low-income-students
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-covid-19-03-12-2020.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/coronavirus
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-education-betsy-devos-authorizes-new-funding-flexibilities-support-continued-learning-during-covid-19-national-emergency
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/03/26/usda-makes-it-easier-feed-kids-and-those-who-need-food-during-covid
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/03/usda-announces-second-application-window-distance-learning-and
https://www.nga.org/coronavirus/
http://www.nasbe.org/policy-update/continued-learning-during-covid-19/?mc_cid=6bdc8b3bb0&mc_eid=1c5de9f917
http://www.nasbe.org/policy-update/continued-learning-during-covid-19/?mc_cid=6bdc8b3bb0&mc_eid=1c5de9f917
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o Arizona: All Arizona schools are closed through the end of the 2019-2020 school year. The Arizona 
Department of Education’s Office of Communications has posted Guidance to Schools on COVID-19. 
Resources on that page include an interactive map showing where students can receive free meals 
and a Virtual Resource Hub for teachers and families “to assist them as they plan for non-traditional 
instruction.” The state also provided a Frequently Asked Questions document that addresses which 
schools are impacted by the closure, online learning, graduation, statewide assessments and student 
meals.  

o Colorado: On April 27, Gov. Polis issued guidance for P-12 and postsecondary education under the 
state’s new Safer at Home plan. The guidance for P-12 education requires remote instruction for the 
remainder of the year, with very limited exceptions. The guidance for postsecondary education 
requires institutions to maximize remote learning with limited exceptions for specific learning 
opportunities that are not conducive to remote learning, such as clinical, occupational, and career 
and technical education programs.  

o Illinois: All Illinois K-12 in-person instruction has been suspended through the remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year. The Illinois State Board of Education released Mandatory School Closure Guidance 
for Illinois schools and school districts, last updated on April 24 . The document includes answers to 
questions regarding assessments and accountability; calendar and instruction/continuity of 
education; educator preparation and licensure; nutrition, meals, and food service; the scope of 
school closures; special education; and staffing. See here for extensive ISBE updates and guidance.   

o Kansas: All Kansas schools are closed through the end of the 2019-2020 school year. The Kansas 
commissioner of education convened a Continuous Learning Task Force to develop plans for moving 
education online, assisting students who do not have access to online tools and providing for 
students with Individual Education Plans. The Continuous Learning Task Force Guidance can be found 
here.   

o Michigan: With the state’s in-person K-12 instruction suspended for the remainder of the school 
year, the Michigan Department of Education released a series of memos addressing potential 
concerns. The memos include information about feeding children during school closures, an update 
on student assessments and compliance requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act during a public health emergency. The department of education also issued Learning at a 
Distance Guidance to “help address the immediate needs of staff who must address the immediate 
needs of children – at a distance – during a pandemic.” 

o Mississippi: Mississippi Public Schools are closed for in-person instruction for the remainder of the 
school year. The Mississippi State Board of Education made policy changes that are described 
succinctly here, and also hosted webinars on the changes which are available here. Policy areas 
modified include graduation for the class of 2020, high school end-of-course assessments and 
educator preparation programs. Additional guidance and information are available here.  

o North Dakota: All public and private schools in the state are closed indefinitely. The North Dakota 
Department of Public Instruction has posted School Guidance that contains expectations and general 
guidance for schools, including, among other things, information on student well-being, how the 
closures impact special education, online learning, state aid to schools, teacher evaluations and 
professional development requirements, makeup days for school closures, student attendance, 
assessment and accountability, and school meals. 

o Washington: All public and private schools are closed for the remainder of the school year.   
Washington compiled online resources for continuous learning that align with state learning 
standards here, and published a Continuous Learning 2020 resource here. The state also published 
updated Guidance for Long Term School Closures on April 15. Guidance for supporting English 
learners and migrant students and was released on April 27, and guidance for student learning and 
grading was released on April 21. Additional information can be found here. 

https://www.azed.gov/communications/2020/03/10/guidance-to-schools-on-covid-19/
https://www.azhealthzone.org/summerfood
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jSYo9lJ6jTU8866xNyrjSj8Sf3A3k0AJFWjw_M4lj0o/edit#gid=0
https://www.azed.gov/communications/files/2020/03/COVID19_FAQ-4.20.20.pdf
https://covid19.colorado.gov/sites/covid19/files/EDUCATION%20P-12-PHO%20Guidance.pdf
https://covid19.colorado.gov/sites/covid19/files/HIGHER%20EDUCATION-PHO%20Guidance.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/guidance_for_institutions_of_higher_education04-28-20.pdf.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAQ-4-24-20.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/covid19.aspx
https://www.ksde.org/Home/Quick-Links/News-Room/commissioner-watson-convenes-continuous-learning-task-force-1
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Communications/Publications/Continuous%20Learning%20Task%20Force%20Guidance.pdf?ver=2020-03-19-084325-833
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-524032--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-524032--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-37818_53456_98453-523558--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Feeding_Children_683839_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Assessment_Changes_COVID-19_v2_683820_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Assessment_Changes_COVID-19_v2_683820_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Early_On_COVID-19_683810_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/LearningDistanceGuidance_686455_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/LearningDistanceGuidance_686455_7.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/COVID19
https://www.mdek12.org/COVID19
https://www.mdek12.org/news/2020/3/26/Mississippi-State-Board-of-Education-Suspends-Key-Policies-to-Manage-Impact-of-Extended-School-Closures_20200326
https://msachieves.mdek12.org/mde-covid-19-guidance-to-districts-as-of-april-3-2
https://www.mdek12.org/COVID19
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/nddpi-updates-and-guidance-covid-19
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-extends-school-closures-rest-2019-20-school-year
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/resources-continuous-learning-during-school-closures
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/OSPI%20Publication%20-%20Continuous%20Learning%202020.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/bulletinsmemos/bulletins2020/7_Guidance%20for%20Long-term%20School%20Closures%20as%20of%20April%2015.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/Supporting%20English%20Learners%20During%20School%20Closures_OSPI%20Publication%202020.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/Supporting%20English%20Learners%20During%20School%20Closures_OSPI%20Publication%202020.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/Supporting%20Migrant%20Students%20Under%20Title%20I%20Part%20C%20During%20School%20Closures_OSPI%20Publication%202020.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/OSPI%20Student%20Learning%20and%20Grading%20Guidance_4-21-2020.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/OSPI%20Student%20Learning%20and%20Grading%20Guidance_4-21-2020.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources


        Education Commission of the States strives to respond to information requests within 48 hours. This document 
reflects our best efforts but it may not reflect exhaustive research. Please let us know if you would like a more 

comprehensive response. Our staff is also available to provide unbiased advice on policy plans, consult on proposed 
legislation and testify at legislative hearings as third-party experts. 

 

4 
 

Education Topic Areas 
 

Assessments and Accountability 

The U.S. Department of Education and President Donald Trump announced March 20 that schools can apply to waive 
assessments for the rest of the 2020 school year. Waivers have been approved for all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. The approval letters can be found here. Below are examples of state action relevant to assessments and 
accountability:  

• Massachusetts: On April 10, Gov. Charlie Baker signed H. 4616 which, among other things, charges the 
commissioner of elementary and secondary education to modify or waive “the requirement for a comprehensive 
diagnostic assessment of individual students … in order to address disruptions caused by the [COVID-19] 
outbreak.”  

• Mississippi: The Mississippi State Board of Education ruled on March 26 that students in grades 7-12 who are 
currently enrolled in Algebra I, Biology, English II, and/or U.S. History are not required to “take and/or pass the 
corresponding end-of-course subject area test(s) or meet one of the options in lieu of passing the test(s) to meet 
graduation requirements.” 

• Missouri: An administrative memo from the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 
released April 3, communicates that the state has waived requirements for the third grade reading test (Mo. 
Ann. Stat. § 167.645); the civics test required for high school graduation (Mo. Ann. Stat. § 170.345); and the 
examination on the provisions and principles of American history and civics, including the US and state 
constitutions, required for graduation (Mo. Ann. Stat. § 170.011). 

• New York: On April 7, the New York State Education Department announced the cancelation of the June 2020 
administration of the New York State Regents Examinations. The memorandum also included information on the 
adjustments that would be made “to the examination requirements that students must ordinarily meet in order 
to earn diplomas, credentials, and endorsements so that the cancellation of these exams will not adversely 
impact students.”  

Continued and Future Learning 

Many schools, states, local education agencies and others are beginning to turn their attention toward what school 

will look like for students beyond the spring 2020 semester. In an article from NPR, public health experts, education 

officials and educators discussed nine key ideas for what reopening schools might look like. Additionally, the National 

Institute for Early Education Research pulled together initial ideas and resources on planning for reopening schools 

from various states. (The resources broadly cover school reopening plans and are not limited to early education 

policies.) The American Enterprise Institute released “A Blueprint for Back to School” that provides an initial 

framework for policymakers and education leaders to use when planning for future learning environments.  

At least one study has projected that school closures will have a negative impact on student academic achievement. 

In a guest blog post for ECS, the authors of that study discuss what states can and are doing to mitigate the projected 

negative impacts on academic achievement.  FutureEd has an article questioning how and if summer schools could 

be used to keep students learning in light of spring school closures. A recent article in Chalkbeat highlights the issues 

many districts are grappling with when considering summer school offerings.  

Education Next compiled state-by-state information, last updated April 27, on when schools may reopen. In a 

similar vein, Education Week frequently updates a list of each state’s current learning environment and provides 

additional context. Below are some examples of education leaders who are considering what education will look like 

in the summer, fall and future semesters.  

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/secletter/200320.html
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/03/template-assessmentwaiver-19-20.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/03/template-assessmentwaiver-19-20.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/school-support-and-accountability/essa-state-plans-assessment-waivers/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H4616
https://www.mdek12.org/news/2020/3/26/Mississippi-State-Board-of-Education-Suspends-Key-Policies-to-Manage-Impact-of-Extended-School-Closures_20200326
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/am/documents/COM-20-002.pdf
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=167.645&bid=8391&hl=
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=167.645&bid=8391&hl=
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=170.345&bid=33181&hl=170.345%25u2044
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=170.011&bid=33180&hl=170.011%25u2044
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-memo-cancellation-june-2020-regents-exams.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/24/842528906/what-it-might-look-like-to-safely-reopen-schools
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/NIEER_ReopeningSchools_Resources_April242020-1.pdf
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/A-Blueprint-for-Back-to-School.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2020/04/KAP5122-Collaborative-Brief_Covid19-Slide-APR20_FW.pdf
https://ednote.ecs.org/the-covid-19-slide-and-what-it-could-mean-for-student-achievement/?utm_source=ECS+Subscribers&utm_campaign=7d5b2a2b89-Ed_Note_Daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a2b00b930-7d5b2a2b89-53604607
https://www.future-ed.org/how-can-we-use-summer-to-keep-students-learning/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2020/5/1/21244741/mandatory-remote-in-person-districts-summer-school-logistics
https://www.educationnext.org/when-will-school-reopen-the-latest-state-by-state-info-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2020/04/coronavirus_and_schools_state_guide.html
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• California: In a news conference on April 14, Gov. Gavin Newsom outlined a roadmap to eventually move 

the state away from stay-at-home orders and less restrictive prevention measures. Newsom announced that 

he was beginning to have conversations with the state superintendent and others about what socially 

distanced schools could look like in the fall, including considerations of staggered school times for students to 

reduce physical contact. As of April 28, Newsom suggested that the state is considering the prospect of 

starting the next academic year earlier than usual on the precondition that schools can ensure safety 

measures are taken to safeguard the health of their staff and students. 

• Los Angeles Unified School District has announced it is ending in-person classes for the rest of the school 

year, and “to help students make up for lost learning, the district plans to offer virtual summer school in 

‘four-week blocks of study for students at all levels’ that will focus on literacy, math and critical thinking.”  

• On April 15, the Southern Regional Education Board announced an Education Recovery Task Force with 

leaders from 16 states, with a stated mission of helping states to “determine the best strategies for re-

opening K-12 public schools, providing each student with the support they need, and planning for a possible 

COVID-19 resurgence and future emergencies.” More information on the task force can be found here.  

• Wisconsin’s schools will remain closed for the remainder of the school year, but the plan for a phased 

reopening of the state includes resuming in-school operations for K-12 schools in Phase One. 

• On April 28, the Colorado Department of Higher Education released guidance suggesting that “institutions 

may, but are not required to, provide in-person classroom or laboratory instruction in programs and courses 

that cannot be taught remotely.” As conditions of this course of action, an institution must attest to meeting 

appropriate COVID-19 mitigation strategies and students must be allowed to opt-out of in-person instruction. 

The guidance is reportedly designed for career and technical programs but could also apply to school 

programs and courses like welding or automotive technology that may be more difficult to adapt to remote 

learning. 

• Montana recently rescinded the state’s directive for school closures, allowing schools to reopen as early as 

May 7. According to the office of public instruction, schools may continue to provide distance learning, a 

mixed-delivery model or declare local emergency school closures. The office also released a working 

document with guidance on school re-entry and recovery after a pandemic event. For now, information 

collected by the state education agency indicates that most school districts will continue with remote 

learning for the remainder of the school year, while a few may pursue partial reopening for students without 

access to devices or internet or for students with special education needs.  

• Several states — including South Carolina, North Carolina and Nevada — launched task forces related to 

reopening schools.  

 

Early Learning 

Resources and state guidance relevant to early learning responses to COVID-19:  

• Resources for Early Childhood Policymakers on Preventing and Preparing for Novel Coronavirus (COVID-

19), National Institute for Early Education Research 

• Latest COVID-19 Resources by State, Alliance for Early Success 

• Policies, Practices, and Resources for Child Care and Early Education Providers Amid the Coronavirus Crisis, 

Urban Institute 

• Coping with COVID-19, National Association for the Education of Young Children 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?471217-1/california-governor-newsom-coronavirus-news-conference
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/04/14/governor-newsom-outlines-six-critical-indicators-the-state-will-consider-before-modifying-the-stay-at-home-order-and-other-covid-19-interventions/
https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/04/28/newsom-california-to-reopen-in-weeks-may-start-school-year-in-july-1280662
https://edsource.org/2020/los-angeles-schools-to-stay-closed-for-remainder-of-school-year/628942
https://www.sreb.org/news/k-12-education-recovery-task-force-serve-16-states
https://www.sreb.org/education-recovery-task-force
https://www.wpr.org/gov-tony-evers-extends-safer-home-order
https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/EMO31-BadgerBounceBack.pdf
https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/EMO31-BadgerBounceBack.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/guidance_for_institutions_of_higher_education04-28-20.pdf.pdf
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2020/4/28/21240525/some-colleges-in-colorado-may-resume-in-person-classes-like-welding-and-auto-shop-coronavirus
https://covid19.mt.gov/Portals/223/Documents/04-22-20%20Directive%20and%20Appx%20-%20Reopening%20Phase%20One.pdf?ver=2020-04-22-124954-977
https://covid19.mt.gov/Portals/223/Documents/04-22-20%20Directive%20and%20Appx%20-%20Reopening%20Phase%20One.pdf?ver=2020-04-22-124954-977
http://opi.mt.gov/COVID-19-Information
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11gcApMIfOsFDzSoQD9ltucWxbug5PX5Z48Qb6vI_ENs/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17BMQDfG6YEU0bsK2kBhGm4H4Gcc13Tb9r-ZoQmPucQY/edit?ts=5ea84f42#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17BMQDfG6YEU0bsK2kBhGm4H4Gcc13Tb9r-ZoQmPucQY/edit?ts=5ea84f42#gid=0
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/covid-19-coronavirus-and-south-carolina-schools/accelerateed-task-force/
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/education/article242377921.html
http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/News__Media/Press_Releases/2020_Documents/NevadaDepartmentofEducationPathForwardPlanResponsetoCOVID-19.pdf
http://nieer.org/covid-19_resources
http://nieer.org/covid-19_resources
http://earlysuccess.org/resources/coronavirus
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/policies-practices-and-resources-child-care-and-early-education-providers-amid-coronavirus-crisis
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/covid-19


        Education Commission of the States strives to respond to information requests within 48 hours. This document 
reflects our best efforts but it may not reflect exhaustive research. Please let us know if you would like a more 

comprehensive response. Our staff is also available to provide unbiased advice on policy plans, consult on proposed 
legislation and testify at legislative hearings as third-party experts. 

 

6 
 

Below we list some examples of relevant policy changes and guidance:  

• Georgia: On March 15, the commissioner of the Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning published 

this guidance to child care and Georgia pre-K providers, detailing, among other things, that “Georgia Pre-K 

payments will not be impacted, and Pre-K lead and assistant teachers will still be paid” and that child care 

and parent services scholarship payments would be continued regardless of program attendance. On March 

25, updated guidance from the commissioner stated that all scheduled scholarships would be converted to 

“full-time” to allow providers to receive the highest rate possible. The state also released an FAQ document 

related specifically to early learning, last updated May 4. 

• Illinois: Gov. J.B. Pritzker established a COVID-19: Illinois’ Early Childhood Care and Education Response 

guidance document on March 30. This document established that early education programs funded through 

the state board’s Preschool for All and Prevention Initiative programs will not have their funding affected by 

a decision to close. Additionally, Pritzker established, through an executive order, that Preschool for All and 

Prevention Initiative funding was to be used to meet child care and related needs of the children of essential 

workers who were not already enrolled. On April 7, the state issued updated COVID-19 Guidance for Child 

Care and Early Learning Programs, following the extension of the governor’s stay-at-home order.  

• Vermont: The Vermont Agency of Education released Prekindergarten Education and Continuity of Learning 

guidance on April 13. The guidance covers social and emotional support, pre-K learning resources and tuition 

payments.   

 

Finance 

The federal government, states, state education agencies, local education agencies, schools, postsecondary 

institutions and others are grappling with how the coronavirus pandemic is affecting finances and education funds. 

Below we list resources and examples of responses to these financial questions.  

Resources related to CARES Act funding: 

• FutureEd published a resource on April 6 titled “What Congressional Covid Funding Means for K-12 

Schools,” which lists 12 allowable uses of the $13.2 billion dedicated to K-12 relief in the CARES Act. The 

resource also covers funding implications for students with disabilities, child nutrition and student-based 

health care, and includes state-by-state education stabilization fund amounts as reported by the Center on 

Budget and Policy Priorities. The resource was updated April 28 to include recently released information on 

the Rethink K-12 School Models grant program and updated information regarding students with disabilities. 

• This Education Week article features analysis from Michael Griffith on the economic impact that CARES Act 

funds will have on states’ school funding.     

• The American Council on Education created a searchable database simulating and forecasting the distribution 

of CARES Act funds to higher education institutions, available here.   

• Bellwether Education Partners is releasing a series of briefs on CARES Act funding to help state and local 

policymakers make informed decisions about how to use the funds. 

• The Student Success Through Applied Research Lab provides an interactive tool for CARES Act funding 

allocations, specifically at the postsecondary level. The tool provides a map of CARES Act allocations and 

college score card characteristics, total CARES Act allocation by state and institution type, funding per 

student and total allocation. 

Resources related to state and local funding: 

http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Commissioner%20Letter%20on%20Closures%2003152020.pdf
https://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/SupportsforEarlyLearningProgramsCCSOpenSuggestionsandRules.pdf
https://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/faqscoronaexternal5-5.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/COVID-19-Il-Early-Childhood-Care-Ed-Response.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/OECD/Documents/COVID-19%20Guidance%20for%20Child%20Care%20Providers%20Following%20Extended%20Stay%20at%20Home%20Order_Final.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/OECD/Documents/COVID-19%20Guidance%20for%20Child%20Care%20Providers%20Following%20Extended%20Stay%20at%20Home%20Order_Final.pdf
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/guidance-prek-and-continuity-of-learning-covid19
https://www.future-ed.org/what-congressional-covid-funding-means-for-k-12-schools/
https://www.future-ed.org/what-congressional-covid-funding-means-for-k-12-schools/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/how-much-will-states-receive-through-the-education-stabilization-fund
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/how-much-will-states-receive-through-the-education-stabilization-fund
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/04/07/current-coronavirus-aid-might-not-prevent-per-pupil.html
https://www.acenet.edu/Policy-Advocacy/Pages/HEA-ED/CARES-Act-Higher-Education-Relief-Fund.aspx
https://bellwethereducation.org/publication/education-funding-federal-coronavirus-response-legislation?utm_source=Bellwether+Updates+List&utm_campaign=346090749e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_16_11_08_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c067d28761-346090749e-401118342
https://sstar.wisc.edu/cares-act/
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• Brookings has an article from April 9 titled “How the coronavirus shutdown will affect school district 

revenues,” which includes information on how each state relies on state funds for education, projects how 

2020-2021 budgets may be more directly impacted by coronavirus cuts than 2019-2020 and warns about the 

potentially inequitable impacts of a recession.  

• This interactive funding tool provides a range of information on additional sources of funding during COVID, 

including an overview of the CARES Act, information on LEA stimulus funding, IHE stimulus funding and 

governor’s funding broken down by state. 

• This Learning Policy Institute blog from Michael Griffith features some analysis on determining state budget 

cuts, an interactive tool for budgeting scenarios and suggestions for education leaders around this issue. 

• This Center on Budget and Policy Priorities fact sheet shows the preliminary estimates of declines in general 

fund revenue for several states, providing an initial glimpse at potential state budget conditions.  

State Responses:  

• Colorado: Gov. Polis announced several budget cuts for the current fiscal year because of insufficient 

revenues. Some of the programs for which funding was cut include the Educator Loan Forgiveness Fund, the 

Colorado Second Chance Scholarship, teaching fellowship stipends and the teacher mentor grant program.   

• Montana: Montana is expecting to receive $41.3 million of CARES Act funds. The Montana Office of Public 

Instruction has published guidance for the allocation of these funds, including preliminary estimations of 

how these funds will be allocated to individual schools throughout the state.    

• North Carolina: On March 24, the North Carolina superintendent of public instruction released this 

memorandum, announcing a new $50 million “flexible allotment for all public school units to address COVID-

19 related expenses” and newly granted flexibilities for districts to use existing allocations to meet student 

needs.  

• Virginia: On April 7, the Virginia superintendent of public instruction announced that the U.S. Department of 

Education had approved the state’s application for additional flexibility in using federal education funds, as 

detailed in this press release.  

 

Instructional Time and Grade Promotion 

This 50-state resource on instructional time offers information that includes minimum day, hour or minute 

requirements. Although it does not specifically capture information regarding exceptions or waivers to these 

requirements because of emergencies (such as for an epidemic), many states make mention of such emergency 

provisions in similar or adjacent sections of code to those cited on this page.  

Several states have introduced legislation, published guidance or enacted new policies regarding graduation 

requirements for high school students in light of coronavirus disruptions. ExcelinEd provides a database that 

includes, among other things, information on graduation requirements across all 50 states and the District of 

Columbia. The database is no longer being updated but provides historical information on state action. The National 

Association of State Boards of Education published an overview of state board adjustments to graduation policies, 

available here. Education Week is tracking changes to state graduation criteria for the class of 2020, as well as other 

graduation requirement flexibilities, in its weekly updated resource here. Below, we detail recent policy changes in 

several states: 

• Graduation Requirements 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2020/04/09/how-the-coronavirus-shutdown-will-affect-school-district-revenues/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2020/04/09/how-the-coronavirus-shutdown-will-affect-school-district-revenues/
https://public.tableau.com/views/COVIDResponse/COVIDTracker2020?%3AshowVizHome=no#2
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/blog/covid-19-and-school-funding-what-expect-and-what-you-can-do?utm_source=LPI+Master+List&utm_campaign=ce6801930c-LPIMC_CovidBlog_StateBudget_20200422&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7e60dfa1d8-ce6801930c-42320667
https://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/4-2-20sfp.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/sites/default/files/inline-files/D%202020%20050%20Budget.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sKXfj3r1vvhdC_dpKZ7O9IUeCmNU9GCz/view
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/COVID-19-Allotment-and-Public-School-Budget-Version-2-03242020.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/COVID-19-Allotment-and-Public-School-Budget-Version-2-03242020.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/news/news_releases/2020/4-7-20-used-covid-waivers.docx
https://www.ecs.org/50-state-comparison-instructional-time-policies/
https://c0arw235.caspio.com/dp/b7f930008d0b660281104a9c90b2
https://www.excelined.org/covid-19/state-education-actions-database-archive/
http://www.nasbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Norville_Grad-Reqs-Final.pdf
https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/data-how-is-coronavirus-changing-states-graduation-requirements.html?cmp=eml-enl-eu-news2&M=59340403&U=1517764&UUID=711c8972a13abb8cbef243b0508e410a
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o In Colorado, graduation requirements are currently determined by the district, which offers flexibility 

in the ability to adjust graduation requirements. The state department of education has published 

guidance to districts that suggests: 

▪ Giving credit for internships, work, and other extra-curricular responsibilities. 

▪ Waiving work-based hour requirements. 

▪ Alternative learning experiences, such as capstone projects. 

▪ Using 2021 graduation requirements menu of options. 

o Mississippi: The state board has implemented the following changes:  

▪ Current seniors who meet all district and state requirements may graduate this school year. 

▪ The requirement that students take end-of-course assessments in Algebra I, English II, 

Biology and U.S. History has been suspended for seniors, as these cannot be administered in 

spring 2020. 

o The North Carolina State Board of Education announced that seniors will receive a pass/fail 

designation (rather than a letter grade) for their spring courses based on their course performance as 

of March 13, the last day students were in school. This update from the state board of education also 

states that seniors who had a failing grade should be provided remote learning opportunities to help 

them pass. 

▪ Board guidance also adjusts graduation requirements that currently state that no district can 

require students to earn more than 22 credit hours, the state’s designated minimum. 

According to the press release, many school and district requirements exceed the state 

minimum. Details of the guidance plan can be found here. 

o Ohio: H.B. 197 (enacted) permits public and nonpublic schools to grant a diploma to any student on 

track to graduate and for whom the principal, in consultation with teachers and counselors, 

determines has successfully completed the high school curriculum or individualized education 

program at the time of the order to close schools. 

o Section 10 of Washington H.B. 2965 (enacted) authorizes the state board of education to administer 

an emergency waiver program to ensure that students on track to graduate before February 20, 2020 

are not negatively affected. On April 8, the state board approved emergency rules “that allow school 

districts to apply for greater flexibility in awarding a diploma to high school seniors impacted by 

closures”. More information on the board rulings can be found here.  

• Grade Promotion 

o Arizona: A H.B. 2910 (enacted) waived third graders from requirements to “demonstrate sufficient 

reading skills as established by the state board” in order to be promoted from the third grade for 

the 2019-20 school year.  

o Mississippi: The Mississippi State Board of Education made policy changes so that “current 3rd 

graders will be promoted to 4th grade for the 2020-21 school year if the student meets all other 

district requirements for promotion.” 

o Ohio: H.B. 197 (enacted) exempts schools from retaining a student under the third-grade reading 

guarantee based solely on the student’s academic performance in reading in the 2019-20 school 

year, unless the student’s principal and reading teacher determine the student is not reading at 

grade level and is not prepared for fourth grade. 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/covid19-graduationconsiderations
https://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/covid19-graduationconsiderations
https://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/grad-menu
https://www.mdek12.org/news/2020/3/26/Mississippi-State-Board-of-Education-Suspends-Key-Policies-to-Manage-Impact-of-Extended-School-Closures_20200326
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/NCSBE/bulletins/283a07a
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2020/04/23/state-board-approves-year-end-grading-policy-other-covid-19-related-measures
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Az5PPMxjGIwVbs3Sd3cE2PG9aBZJrAzc/view
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-197
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2965&Year=2019&Chamber=House
https://www.sbe.wa.gov/news/flexibility-graduating-seniors-approved-state-board
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/laws/0047.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00701.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00701.htm
https://www.mdek12.org/news/2020/3/26/Mississippi-State-Board-of-Education-Suspends-Key-Policies-to-Manage-Impact-of-Extended-School-Closures_20200326
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-197
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o Virginia: The Virginia Department of Education published Guidance on Graduation Requirements, 

Awarding of Credits, and Continuity of Learning, updated April 16. Among other guidance, this 

includes the following provision for students in pre-K through 8th grade: “The school division’s plan 

to address missing content should not prevent student promotion to the next grade level or next 

sequential course.”  The guidance suggests that schools provide flexibility for missing content and for 

students who were not passing classes at the time of closure. Guidance also suggests that school 

divisions review the board of education’s Emergency Guidelines for Local Alternatives to Awarding 

Standard Units of Credit. 

Postsecondary 

Postsecondary institutions — and the students who are both currently enrolled or who soon hope to be enrolled in 

their programs — are facing much disruption related to the coronavirus. Resources relevant to postsecondary 

education responses to COVID-19:  

• Higher Education Responses to Coronavirus (COVID-19), National Conference of State Legislatures. Last 

updated May 4. 

• Immediate Next Steps for Helping High School Seniors Transition to A 2-/4-Year College or Certificate 

Program, National College Attainment Network 

• Survey results: How enrollment leaders are responding to COVID-19, EAB 

• The Coronavirus and Test-Optional Admissions, Inside Higher Ed 

• Tracking How the Coronavirus is Impacting Colleges (continually updated), Education Dive 

• When the Crisis is Over, Student Ready Strategies 

• Each of the four regional education compacts have websites dedicated to COVID-19 resources: 

o Midwestern Higher Education Compact 

o New England Board of Higher Education 

o Southern Regional Education Board 

o Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education 

Below are some institutional policy examples that aim to address the financial needs of postsecondary students: 

• California State University will issue a one-time $500 payment to full-time, low income students, who have 

attended the university for at least one year. Undocumented immigrants are eligible to receive these grants.  

• The University of California system will allow its 10 universities to decide how to allocate CARES funding but 

stated that they will leverage other available funds to assist students in need who do not qualify for CARES 

funding support through the university. 

• The University of Washington announced that it will use funds from the CARES Act to provide $1,200 per 

student who qualifies for financial need. Students who meet financial need and have dependents will receive 

$1,700. Funds are not available to international students, undocumented students, non-matriculated 

students or students enrolled in distance-only degree programs. 

Below are examples of postsecondary education policy responses to COVID-19: 

• California: The University of California and the California State University systems provide examples of 

higher education institutions relaxing admissions procedures (suspending or considering changes to 

standardized test requirements, accepting pass/fail grades rather than A-F for spring 2020). A joint statement 

from the California State Board of Education, the California Department of Education, California State 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-grad-credits.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-grad-credits.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19.shtml#140
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19.shtml#140
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/higher-education-responses-to-coronavirus-covid-19.aspx
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.ncan.org/resource/resmgr/publications/ncan_stepstopostsecondary.pdf
https://eab.com/insights/blogs/enrollment/how-enrollment-leaders-are-responding-to-covid19/
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2020/03/23/some-colleges-cite-coronavirus-go-test-optional
https://www.educationdive.com/news/tracking-how-the-coronavirus-is-impacting-colleges/574858/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c8be57190f90442d34c30c4/t/5e95f3a5bf791f4fb83a0d84/1586885553565/COVID+Report.pdf
https://www.mhec.org/coronavirus
https://nebhe.org/coronavirus/
https://www.sreb.org/covid-19-0
https://www.wiche.edu/covid-19-resources
https://www2.calstate.edu/csu-system/news/Pages/Emergency-Grant-Funding-Available-for-CSU-Students.aspx
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2020/04/29/university-california-and-cal-state-give-emergency-aid-daca-students
https://www.washington.edu/financialaid/2020/04/23/cares-act-faq/
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/press-room/uc-eases-admissions-requirements-help-students-families-wake-covid-19
https://content.acsa.org/coronavirus-in-ca-schools/csu-undergraduate-admissions-covid-19-impacts-for-cde
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/response-covid-19.html
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University, the University of California, California Community Colleges and the Association of Independent 

California College and Universities addressing “university admissions and placement challenges presented by 

the suspension of in-person instruction” can be found here.  

• Colorado: The Colorado Department of Education has published guidance FAQs on both concurrent 

enrollment and higher education admissions.  

• Georgia: This Georgia Department of Education guidance from March 31, titled “State Board of Education 

Waivers for Local Education Agencies,” includes information on college admissions and scholarship 

eligibility. The University System of Georgia will not require students applying for admission in fall 2020 to 

submit an ACT or SAT score, though students who have scores are still free to submit them for consideration. 

The Technical College System of Georgia is suspending placement exam requirements, as well as high school 

transcript or equivalency transcripts for admission in summer and fall 2020 classes.   

• South Dakota: The South Dakota Board of Regents provided temporary policy exemptions in response to 

COVID-19. Policies listed under the exemptions include academic probation and academic suspension, 

acceptance of AP credits, alternative grading options for spring 2020, alternative math placement, maximum 

number of course withdrawals, registration and course attempts, tenure review extension and transfer of 

credit.  

• West Virginia: The West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission and Council for Community and 

Technical College Education voted to improve flexibilities for students, as summarized here. Among other 

things, the commission approved suspending GPA requirements to renew certain scholarships and grants. 

Similarly, the council suspended the community service and GPA requirements to maintain the West Virginia 

Invests Grant. 

 

Remote/Virtual/E-Learning 

Switching to virtual education may be one method to reduce the spread of coronavirus, but this move also can cause 

challenges for students who are not able to access internet-based education. Indeed, some of the challenges around 

remote-based learning (including internet and device access) have led schools to truncate their school year.  The 

Center on Reinventing Public Education collected some publicly available district plans for supporting students and 

noted that after approximately six weeks of school closures, more of these districts are offering more robust remote 

learning plans. In recognition of increased reliance on internet access for many students participating in online 

learning, some internet service providers have altered their policies, raised internet connection speeds and 

eliminated data caps.  

State education agencies continue to release and update guidance and resources for remote and online learning. A 

couple of examples include Ohio’s remote learning resource guide and Massachusetts’s remote learning guidance. 

Digital Learning has a resource from December 2019 called “eLearning Days: A Scan of Policy and Guidance,” 

available here.  

Florida provides an example of virtual education used in response to COVID-19; the Florida Virtual School also 

formed a partnership with the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development to offer the Alaska 

Statewide Virtual School, which is intended for students in Alaska to supplement remote learning opportunities 

provided by their local schools. 

A survey of state guidance from MIT Teaching Systems Lab, last updated on April 1 and available here, found that 

“the most substantial point of divergence in remote learning policy guidance” was whether local education agencies 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/jointk12highereducation.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/concurrentenrollment-covid19#ce
http://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/concurrentenrollment-covid19#ce
http://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/concurrentenrollment-covid19#highered
https://www.georgiainsights.com/uploads/1/2/2/2/122221993/sboe_waivers_for_leas_-_gadoe_guidance.pdf
https://www.georgiainsights.com/uploads/1/2/2/2/122221993/sboe_waivers_for_leas_-_gadoe_guidance.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/COLLEGE%20READINESS/Adjustment%20to%20USG%20Admissions%20due%20to%20SAT%20ACT%20Cancelation.pdf
https://tcsg.edu/covid-19-virus-information/
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/Pages/COVID-19-Exceptions.aspx
http://www.wvhepc.edu/state-higher-education-systems-provide-financial-aid-flexibilities-for-students-amid-ongoing-campus-changes-related-to-covid-19/
https://hechingerreport.org/how-to-reach-students-without-internet-access-at-home-schools-get-creative/
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-education/two-georgia-school-districts-end-year-early-others-considering/fpwvQsruQ1CmVXH2JiBSSO/
https://www.crpe.org/thelens/remote-classes-are-session-more-school-districts-attendance-plans-are-still-absent
https://www.crpe.org/thelens/remote-classes-are-session-more-school-districts-attendance-plans-are-still-absent
https://www.consumerreports.org/internet-providers/isps-respond-to-coronavirus-raise-speeds-suspend-data-caps-keep-america-connected-pledge/
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus/Remote-Learning-Resource-Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/learn-at-home.html
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a98496696d4556b01f86662/t/5de715bb1c05887efd7fc74b/1576088927811/DLC_eLearning2019.pdf/
https://www.flvs.net/coronavirus
https://www.politico.com/states/florida/story/2020/04/14/with-schools-shuttered-alaska-students-take-classes-from-florida-1275542
https://www.aklearns.org/aksvs
https://www.aklearns.org/aksvs
https://www.aklearns.org/aksvs#h.p_C9cwe1hcOob9
https://edarxiv.org/437e2
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were advised to focus on “enrichment,” emphasizing the review of previously taught skills, or to focus on “new 

material,” seeking to advance standards-based learning. The question of whether to emphasize enrichment or new 

material will be an important question for education leaders when considering future semesters.   

Below, we include some relevant Education Commission of the States resources regarding remote, virtual and/or 

distance learning.  

• While Education Commission of the States has not completed a 50-state scan on this issue, this Virtual 

School Policy Snapshot provides an overview of state legislative activity from 2017 to 2019 and may be 

useful. The snapshot provides information in three primary areas: attendance and engagement, authorizing 

and governance, and funding.  

• This 50-state scan on charter school policies provides information on virtual charter schools.  

Many schools, local education agencies, states and others are seeking solutions to access issues for students who do 

not have internet access or devices capable of internet access. Below are some examples: 

• According to America’s Public Television Stations, public media education partnerships have been made with 

school districts, governments and education agencies in at least 21 states. More information on those 

partnerships can be found here. 

• A compilation of wireless networking options that may be available to students through telecommunications 

companies in various states can be found here. 

• California: On April 1, Gov. Gavin Newsom announced a partnership with Google to provide Chromebooks 

and mobile hotspots to students in rural areas to facilitate distance learning. Google pledged to donate 

Chromebooks and “will fund the use of 100,000 donated mobile hotspots to provide free and unlimited high-

speed Internet connectivity for the remainder of the school year.” These will be distributed by the California 

Department of Education, and rural communities will be prioritized in their distribution. 

• The New York City Department of Education is lending 300,000 internet-enabled iPads to students. The 

iPads are being distributed to students gradually with priority for students living in shelters, temporary 

housing and foster care, and to students who are multilingual learners and/or students with disabilities. 

However, the process of distributing these devices at this scale encountered various obstacles, such as data 

entry issues, accurately assessing which students need devices, ensuring families know how to use the 

devices and more.  

• South Carolina: The South Carolina Department of Education maintains a website that provides information 

and links to internet service providers offering free or discounted internet services for students impacted by 

school closures. The department also houses a map that that shows where Wi-Fi hot spots can be found 

throughout the state, including those offered by phone companies, around school buildings and on school 

buses that are equipped with Wi-Fi hotspots and that have been distributed in low-income neighborhoods 

across the state.  

• Texas: The Austin Independent School District has developed a program to “get computers and internet 

access to as many students, homes, and neighborhoods as possible while campuses are closed.” This 

program has involved the delivery of Chromebooks and Wi-Fi hotspots to students in grades 3-7 who need 

these devices, as well as the retrofitting of 110 school buses with Wi-Fi capabilities in order to broadcast hot 

spots up to 200 feet to increase internet access for students. A map of these mobile Wi-Fi bus locations can 

be found here.   

 

https://www.ecs.org/virtual-school-policies/
https://www.ecs.org/virtual-school-policies/
https://www.ecs.org/charter-school-policies/
https://apts.org/news/station-stories/public-media-education-partnerships-school-districts-governments-and-education-agencies
https://thejournal.com/Articles/2020/04/30/Free-WiFi-for-Online-Learning-During-COVID19.aspx?Page=1
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/04/01/governor-newsom-announces-agreement-between-teachers-classified-employees-and-school-system-management-to-support-student-instruction-during-covid-19-outbreak/
https://edsource.org/2020/thousands-of-california-students-to-get-free-wifi-and-chromebooks-for-distance-learning/627823
https://edsource.org/2020/thousands-of-california-students-to-get-free-wifi-and-chromebooks-for-distance-learning/627823
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/ipad-distribution
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2020/4/25/21236279/students-lack-devices-nyc-schools-coronavirus
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/covid-19-coronavirus-and-south-carolina-schools/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1tGx51dyPfnhjor8nNxz2CM88JSat_wOn&ll=34.88080989999997%2C-82.45608119999997&z=8
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/DigitalEducation/2020/03/school-buses-wifi-hotspots-coronavirus.html?cmp=eml-enl-tl-news2-rm&M=59208329&U=1517764&UUID=711c8972a13abb8cbef243b0508e410a
https://www.austinisd.org/covid19/chromebooks
https://www.kut.org/post/austin-isd-rolling-out-110-buses-equipped-wi-fi-neighborhoods-limited-online-access
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1uTuWUa3_GjCcG0x_gvJd4aX73CEMMSQn&ll=30.249240305990554%2C-97.7565285&z=12
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Special Education 

As noted in the federal guidance section, the U.S. Department of Education produced a fact sheet for students with 
disabilities. Below are examples of state-level guidance for special education. 

• California:  The California Department of Education published special education guidance on March 20, 

which includes a FAQ section for schools and local education agencies. This guidance was updated on April 9. 

• Illinois: The state board of education put forward special education guidance for Illinois schools and local 
education agencies, last updated March 18. An FAQ on this topic was last updated on April 20. 

• Massachusetts: The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education released an FAQ for 
schools and districts regarding special education, which was most recently updated on March 26 in light of 
the March 21 federal guidance update. This document provides guidance on such topics as district 
obligations to provide education to students with disabilities, state and federal timelines, and recommended 
educational resources for students with disabilities. The department also has a COVID-19 Information and 
Resources for Special Educators landing page, which includes slides from recent special education directors' 
meetings.  

• New Jersey: Recently enacted legislation (A 3904) allows for special education and related services to be 
delivered to students with disabilities through the use of electronic communication or a virtual or online 
platform and as required by the student’s Individualized Education Program to the greatest extent possible. 

• Virginia: The department of education released a memorandum, most recently updated on April 17, on 
providing equitable access and support for a variety of student learning needs in preschool, elementary and 
secondary schools. 

• Washington: The Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction has several resources available 

on a special education guidance landing page, including an FAQ, a Supporting Inclusionary Practices during 

School Facility Closure guidance document, an Online (and Offline) Resources to Support Continuous 

Learning for Students with Disabilities resource list and a list of Professional Development Opportunities 

for Supporting Students with Disabilities resource list.  

In compliance with a provision of the CARES Act, the U.S. Department of Education recently reviewed the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to recommend if certain waiver authorities are necessary to provide flexibility 
to state and local education agencies to comply with the provisions of IDEA. The U.S. Department of Education “is 
not requesting waiver authority for any of the core tenets of the IDEA or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973.”   

Student Health and Wellness 

Although many states have are shutting down schools as a method to prevent spread of the coronavirus, school 

closures can also bring about unintended consequences for students who rely on other services provided in schools 

to maintain and promote student health and wellness, such as free or reduced-price lunches, physical and mental 

health care, and services for students who are homeless.  

• On March 20, the Food and Nutrition Service, within the U.S. Department of Agriculture, issued national 

waivers to the meal time requirements, non-congregate meal requirements and the activity requirement in 

after-school programs (updated April 4). 

• SchoolHouse Connection provided on March 13 a resource with strategies for schools, early learning 

programs and higher education institutions that addresses COVID-19, homelessness and health. An FAQ on 

COVID-19 and homelessness, last updated May 5, is available here.  

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/specialedcovid19guidance.asp
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/School-Closure-SpED-Guidance.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/SPED-FAQ-04-20-20.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped-faq.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped.html#state-resources
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/AL20/27_.HTM
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-sess-faq.shtml
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/special-education-guidance-covid-19
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/pubdocs/Providing-Services-SWDs-School-Closures-QandA.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/inclusion/Supporting-IP-School-Facility-Closure.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/inclusion/Supporting-IP-School-Facility-Closure.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/inclusion/IPP-Distance-Learning-Resources-SWDs.xlsx
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/inclusion/IPP-Distance-Learning-Resources-SWDs.xlsx
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/inclusion/Online-PD-Support-SWDs.xlsx
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/inclusion/Online-PD-Support-SWDs.xlsx
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2020/4/27/21239124/no-special-education-waivers-betsy-devos-congress-recommendations-idea
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/cares-waiver-report.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/cares-waiver-report.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic/covid-19
https://www.fns.usda.gov/resource/cn-covid-19-meal-times-nationwide-waiver
https://www.fns.usda.gov/resource/cn-covid-19-non-congregate-feeding-nationwide-waiver
https://www.fns.usda.gov/resource/cn-covid-19-afterschool-activity-waiver
https://www.fns.usda.gov/resource/cn-covid-19-afterschool-activity-waiver
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/covid19-and-homelessness/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TlteU6XatUxuX-kUlhk2BLDystQ3IlwrvBrj-qkgmS0/edit
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• Many postsecondary institutions are providing telehealth options for students and staff to receive remote 

consultations and counseling for mental and emotional health.  

o In 2019, the Higher Education Mental Health Alliance published “College Counseling from a 

Distance: Deciding Whether and Where to Engage in Telemental Health Services,” which discusses 

at length the potential benefits, risks and limitations of such services.   

o The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced that its Office for Civil Rights will 

“not impose penalties” for certain types of regulatory noncompliance “in connection with the good 

faith provision of telehealth during the COVID-19 nationwide public health emergency.” 

o An Education Commission of the States Ed Note blog post from December 2019 titled “Connecting 

Students to Mental Health Care Through Telehealth Technology” provides some examples of 

telehealth service implementation in rural communities.  

Below are some examples of education policy responses to COVID-19 related to student health and wellness: 

• California: The California Department of Education has published guidance on School and Child and Adult 

Day Care Meals, last updated May 1. The department has also created an interactive CA Meals for Kids 

mobile app, which offers maps, directions, service times and more information to help students and families 

find meals during COVID-19 related emergency school closures.  

• The Hawaii State Department of Education provides a health hotline and telehealth services to students and 

their families. Services are provided at no cost to students. Families with medical insurance will be asked to 

provide their insurance information but will not be billed for services or co-pays.  

• Maine: Maine S.P. 789 (enacted) authorizes the governor, in consultation with the commissioner of 

education, to implement a plan to “continue to provide nutrition services to students when schools are 

closed in response to the threat posted by COVID-19,” for elementary and secondary schools.  

• Massachusetts: Massachusetts H. 4626 (pending) would appropriate an additional $10 million for the state 

emergency management agency to fund services for people in homeless shelters, including telehealth 

behavioral health services and the provision of necessary technology and materials to ensure students “may 

continue their studies in the event of school closures.”  

• New Jersey: New Jersey A. 3840 (enacted) directs school districts to “implement a program during the period 

of the school closure to provide school meals to all students enrolled in the district who are eligible for the 

free and reduced-price school lunch and school breakfast programs.” The bill also specifies the identification 

of delivery sites and the use of school buses to deliver up to three school days of food per delivery to 

students who are not within walking distance of those delivery sites.  

• The Ohio Department of Education released guidance around student health and wellness. Their telehealth 

guidelines, including an FAQ for service providers of mental and behavioral health services to students. 

Additionally, they offer guidance around preventing abuse and neglect, including suggesting a reporting 

procedure if there is a case of suspected abuse.  

 

Teachers 

As the situation evolves, questions continue to emerge around issues impacting teachers, including certification, 
teacher pay and teacher evaluations.  

Given abrupt switches to online instruction and the cancellation of state assessments, some states are waiving 
teacher evaluation requirements, providing guidance, or allowing local flexibility around evaluations. Examples of 

https://www.naspa.org/blog/telehealth-and-distance-counseling-a-valuable-resource-and-important-updates
https://hemha.org/
http://hemha.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HEMHA-Distance-Counseling_FINAL2019.pdf
http://hemha.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HEMHA-Distance-Counseling_FINAL2019.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/emergency-preparedness/notification-enforcement-discretion-telehealth/index.html
https://ednote.ecs.org/connecting-students-to-mental-health-care-through-telehealth-technology/
https://ednote.ecs.org/connecting-students-to-mental-health-care-through-telehealth-technology/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/schoolmeals.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/schoolmeals.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/re/mo/cameals.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/re/mo/cameals.asp
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/Pages/Hotline-available-for-HIDOE-student-related-health-questions-and-telehealth-visits.aspx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/adfce4c27989312ad42eb382a99e0e3df1fde076f933fcc863c06d80f7cdb448a5c9a127e0a2699915ccca803a3b82f9
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H4626
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/AL20/6_.HTM
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus/Telehealth-Guidelines-for-Service-Providers#FAQ3963
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus/Telehealth-Guidelines-for-Service-Providers#FAQ3963
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus/Student-Safety-During-Coronavirus-Related-Ordered
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adjustments are below. Additional examples of state action around teacher evaluations can be found in this recent 
Education Commission of the States information request. 

• Colorado: In an executive order, Gov. Jared Polis suspended the requirements “regarding the frequency and 

duration of employment performance evaluations” with the goal that this would “enable schools and 

districts to focus on providing alternative learning opportunities for students.”  

• Louisiana: Gov. John Bel Edwards issued an executive proclamation that, among other things, suspends 

provisions that make teacher evaluations a necessity in order to advance or renew teaching credentials. The 

department of education offers additional guidance on evaluation questions in this FAQ, last updated May 5.  

• New Jersey: Gov. Phil Murphy issued an executive order that, among other things, waives the use of student 

growth data and requirements for observations in educator evaluations.   

• Ohio, Texas and Virginia issued some guidance to localities on teacher evaluations to provide flexibility at the 

district level, especially for districts unable to complete educator evaluations.   

This public health crisis not only impacts current teachers but also those who are preparing to become teachers. The 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education released Educator Preparation Community Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Response, which includes information from the national office, member voices and AACTE advocacy. Its 
Coronavirus, States and Educator Preparation Programs resource from March 20 offers examples from four states 
addressing education preparation program concerns. The Southern Regional Education Board also identified policy 
areas in which states may act to “ensure that current policies do not prevent student-teachers from graduating and 
becoming licensed to teach in the upcoming school year.” Below are some examples of state responses related to 
teacher preparation and licensure: 

• Kansas: The Kansas State Department of Education has issued guidance on Licensure Policies during COVID-

19 Pandemic that includes information on emergency substitute licenses, one-year nonrenewable licenses, 

testing and renewal processes.  

• Kentucky: The Kentucky Education Professional Standards Board’s Division of Educator Preparation, 

Assessment, and Internship published a Student Teaching and Clinical Experience FAQ.  

• Mississippi: Candidates seeking admission to state board-approved educator preparation programs through 

the end of 2021 are exempt from the program entry testing criterion. Spring 2020 educator licensure 

candidates are exempt from the 12-week full-day student teaching requirement to become licensed.  

• Washington: On March 19, the Legislature passed legislation pertaining to emergency teacher certificates, as 
well as provided a document with related frequently asked questions.  

• Guidance for teacher preparation programs has also been published in California, Iowa, Kentucky, and South 
Carolina.  

• This Education Commission of the States resource discusses how some states have turned to alternative 
teacher certification to mitigate teacher shortages. Although this report is from 2016, some states may 
consider alternative teacher certifications in light of the coronavirus’ impact on educator preparation 
programs. Similarly, this Education Commission of the States information request response from 2019 
provides examples of state legislation that allows greater flexibility in teacher licensing. 

As the public health crisis continues and economic conditions create uncertainty around education funding, other 
teacher workforce issues are emerging. Below are resources that touch on teacher workforce related policies such as 
pay, working conditions, and the teacher labor market.  

https://www.ecs.org/state-information-request-teacher-evaluations-during-covid-19-closures/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NoUmIcFCk6RdVIJyizc2ZYpEMXKYQ96J/view
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/JBE-32-20-Additional-Measures-For-Covid-19.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/covid-19-faq-k-12-schools.pdf?sfvrsn=91d39b1f_61
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-117.pdf
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus/Educator-Evaluation-Systems
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-texas-educators
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-faq.shtml#teach
https://aacte.org/
https://aacte.org/resources/covid-19-resources/
https://aacte.org/resources/covid-19-resources/
https://edprepmatters.net/2020/03/the-coronavirus-states-and-educator-preparation-programs/
https://www.sreb.org/publication/state-policy-flexibilities-response-covid-19
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/TLA/Licensure/COVID-19_Updated%20Policy.pdf?ver=2020-03-26-130522-923
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/TLA/Licensure/COVID-19_Updated%20Policy.pdf?ver=2020-03-26-130522-923
http://www.epsb.ky.gov/mod/page/view.php?id=487
https://www.mdek12.org/news/2020/3/26/Mississippi-State-Board-of-Education-Suspends-Key-Policies-to-Manage-Impact-of-Extended-School-Closures_20200326
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14C6YTgg5TLp_L78JFOrbETMIaepUUMkc/view
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/bulletins/281c03e
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/covid-19-information-for-commission-stakeholders
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/REVISED%20PK-12%20Guidance%203-16-20.pdf
http://www.epsb.ky.gov/mod/page/view.php?id=487
https://www.che.sc.gov/CHE_Docs/executivedirector/mailouts/EP-04-Attach-EmergencyProvisions-03-20_AT(ART23685)revised.pdf
https://www.che.sc.gov/CHE_Docs/executivedirector/mailouts/EP-04-Attach-EmergencyProvisions-03-20_AT(ART23685)revised.pdf
https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/Mitigating-Teacher-Shortages-Alternative-Certification.pdf
https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/State-Info-Request_Addressing-Teacher-Shortages-Through-Licensure.pdf
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• On March 11, Brookings provided information on using federal stimulus to help during the pandemic, 
including teacher pay.  

• Education Week has an article that discusses “this year’s statewide initiatives to increase salaries,” with an 
interactive map showing the status of some statewide teacher pay proposals.  

• The National Council on Teacher Quality published an article assessing how district policies on emergency 
school closures in 41 large districts across the country address and adapt teacher policies during emergency 
closures. In a similar vein, the New York Times published an article about how unions, teachers and districts 
are navigating teacher work policies during this public health crisis.  

• An article featured on The 74 discusses how the new economic conditions that states face may affect 
teacher pensions and how states handled changes to public pensions in the previous recession. 

• On ECS’s blog, Ed Note, a recent post looks at data that can provide insights about potential changes in the 
educator workforce.  

• A recent blog post from the Learning Policy Institute discusses the impact of the COVID-19 recession on 
teaching positions.  

Workforce 

Responses to the coronavirus pandemic are also impacting workforce development, particularly those efforts related 

to education. Below we have compiled some resources regarding these impacts:  

• Perkins V State Plans and COVID-19 – Frequently Asked Questions, U.S. Department of Education, Office of 

Career, Technical, and Adult Education 

• Handling clinicals, apprenticeships and more, American Association of Community Colleges 

• We Must Sustain Apprenticeship in a Post-Pandemic Downturn, Jobs For the Future 

Below are some examples of state responses to workforce education policy: 

• Ohio: The Ohio Department of Education issued this guidance around career and technical education during 

the COVID-19 health crisis. This guidance addresses testing requirements that are normally required for 

postsecondary credit and high school equivalency degrees. 

 

Additional Resources 
• Center on Reinventing Public Education 

• Chiefs for Change 

• Child Trends 

• ¡Colorín Colorado! 

• Council of Chief State School Officers 

• Council of State Governments 

• EAB 

• EDUCAUSE 

• Education Week 

• Hunt Institute 

• Institute for Public Policy and Social Research (Michigan State University) 

• NASPA, Student Affairs Administrators in Higher Education 

• National Association of State Boards of Education 

• National Association of State Budget Officers 

• National Conference of State Legislatures 

• National Governors Association 

https://www.brookings.edu/topic/coronavirus-covid-19-families-communities-and-education/?type=all
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2020/03/11/using-federal-stimulus-to-get-schools-through-the-coronavirus-crisis-the-case-for-summer-school-and-summer-teacher-pay/?utm_campaign=Brown%20Center%20on%20Education%20Policy&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=84926249
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/03/26/how-coronavirus-is-jeopardizing-pay-raises-for.html
https://www.nctq.org/blog/How-are-school-districts-adapting-teacher-work-policies-for-emergency-closures?utm_source=NCTQ+Teacher+Quality+Bulletin&utm_campaign=1adddf5f86-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7973772675-1adddf5f86-408846129
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/21/us/coronavirus-teachers-unions-school-home.html
https://www.the74million.org/article/aldeman-teacher-pensions-took-a-beating-in-the-great-recession-and-passed-the-costs-on-to-new-employees-its-probably-going-to-happen-again/
https://ednote.ecs.org/data-you-can-use-changes-to-the-educator-workforce-after-covid-19/
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/blog/impact-covid-19-recession-teaching-positions?utm_source=LPI+Master+List&utm_campaign=f937ee4e67-LPIMC_CovidBlog_ImpactTeachers_20200430&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7e60dfa1d8-f937ee4e67-42320667
https://s3.amazonaws.com/PCRN/docs/20-0086.FAQs_Perkins.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://www.ccdaily.com/2020/03/handling-clinicals-apprenticeships-and-more/
https://www.jff.org/points-of-view/we-must-sustain-apprenticeship-post-pandemic-downturn/
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus/Career-Technical-Education
https://www.crpe.org/content/covid-19-school-closures
https://chiefsforchange.org/
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/resources-for-supporting-childrens-emotional-well-being-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/coronavirus-ells-families
https://ccsso.org/coronavirus
https://web.csg.org/covid19/
https://eab.com/insights/expert-insight/district-leadership/support-mental-health-and-wellbeing-of-students-and-staff-during-coronavirus/
https://library.educause.edu/topics/information-technology-management-and-leadership/covid-19
https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/map-coronavirus-and-school-closures.html
http://www.hunt-institute.org/covid-19-resources/
https://ippsr.msu.edu/state-policies-address-covid-19-school-closure
https://naspa.org/project/covid-19-resources
https://stateboardinsight.nasbe.org/search-results/all/2020/all/all/html/
https://www.nasbo.org/mainsite/resources/coronavirus-resources
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/ncsl-coronavirus-covid-19-resources.aspx
https://www.nga.org/coronavirus/#states
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• National Institute for Early Education Research 

• The Journal 

http://nieer.org/covid-19_resources
https://thejournal.com/articles/2020/03/20/resource-state-department-of-education-websites-for-coronavirus.aspx

