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Congratulations to Indiana, 2025 Recipient  
of the Frank Newman Award for State Innovation 

Education Commission of the States is thrilled to honor the state of Indiana 
with the 2025 Frank Newman Award for State Innovation in recognition of 
developing an innovative longitudinal data system that advances student 
learning and preparedness, groundbreaking investments and advances in 
literacy and the bipartisan collaboration that made these efforts excel.  

Fueled by the passing of House Enrolled Act (HEA) 
1514, the Indiana Department of Education launched 
the Indiana Graduates Prepared to Succeed 
Dashboard (GPS) in 2022 with overwhelming bipartisan 
support over a year ahead of schedule. Indiana GPS 
compiles education data on school progress and 
performance from across the K-12 continuum and 
beyond in an accessible, user-friendly dashboard.  

Families and community stakeholders now have 
access to student learning data across multiple indicators that prepare 
graduates for success after high school. This effort inspired the creation of 
more flexible graduation requirements that meet student, employer and 
community needs and increases access to work-based learning and 
postsecondary credential earning for students before graduation.  

A nominator said, “This iterative dashboard challenges us all to consider 
both the knowledge and skills necessary for lifelong success and to work 
together to determine how we can best measure skills that have not been 
captured previously.” 

Since 2022, the state has made its largest literacy investment ever in 
partnership with the Lilly Endowment — totaling more than $170 million 
across multiple efforts. This helped the Indiana Department of Education 
launch the Indiana Literacy Cadre to provide professional development  
for K-12 educators based on the science of reading and evidence-based 
research. Following suit, in 2023, the General Assembly passed HEA 1558  
to require schools to adopt curriculum that’s aligned with the science  
of reading.  

Indiana’s work is an exceptional model of what’s possible through 
stakeholder engagement and bipartisan collaboration. Each effort was 
successful because of collaboration across role groups including the 
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governor, legislature and secretary of education, which all continue to 
make advancements in K-12 education a state-wide mission.  

Education Commission of the States will present Indiana with the Frank 
Newman Award for State Innovation at the 2025 National Forum on 
Education Policy July 9-11 in Salt Lake City, Utah.  

The Frank Newman Award for State Innovation is one of three awards  
that Education Commission of the States gives each year to celebrate 
outstanding commitment to public education. The others are the James 
Bryant Conant Award, which recognizes individual achievement, and the 
Education Commission of the States Corporate Award, which recognizes a 
for-profit corporation or nonprofit organization. 

For more information about Indiana’s longitudinal data system or literacy 
efforts, contact Courtney Bearsch, chief communications officer.  

For more information about Education Commission of the States or its 
awards, contact Maryana Boatenreiter, communications manager.  
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