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her bachelor’s degree and her master’s of public policy from
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support a statewide Civic Health Network. Sara also spent
10 years at the National Conference of State Legislatures,
working on state education policy. Sara holds a bachelor’s
degree in forestry from the University of Montana and a
master’s degree in public administration from the University
of Colorado at Denver. Sara enjoys spending her free time
exploring the rugged Rocky Mountains with her adventurous
kids and husband.
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Lauren joined Education Commission of the States in
August 2015 and is currently a member of the state relations
team. Prior, she was a policy analyst, primarily focused on
postsecondary issues. Lauren has also held positions at

the Colorado Department of Higher Education, Colorado
Legislative Council Staff and Adams State University. She
earned a bachelor’s degree in business management from

Colorado State University-Pueblo and a master’s degree in
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University. Lauren is a Colorado native, and enjoys spending
time with her husband and two children exploring the
outdoors of Colorado.
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John is a career legislative program evaluator, who has now
headed legislative program evaluation staffs in three states
over a 40-year period. The Legislative Services Commission
appointed John as the first director of the Program
Evaluation Division in June 2007, following his services as
project manager of the North Carolina General Assembly’s
Government Performance Audit Committee in 2006. John
was CEO of Turcotte Public Administration Consulting and
Training, LLC from 2003-07. TPACT provided training and
consulting for audit and other knowledge-based staffs

at all levels of government. From 1996-2003, John was
director of the Florida Legislature’s Office of Program Policy
Analysis and Government Accountability. From 1977-95,
John served as director of Mississippi’s Joint Legislative
Committee on Performance Evaluation and Expenditure
Review. In Mississippi, Florida and North Carolina, John and
his staffs produced over 907 technical reports and program
evaluations. He was the national staff chair of the National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) in 1994. John

has also been an adjunct professor of political science at
Mississippi College and Millsaps College and an instructor
of American Government at Hinds Community College in
Jackson, Miss. He began his career as a math and science
teacher in Mississippi. He received a bachelor’s degree in
political science with highest honors and a master’s degree
in political science and American government from the
University of Southern Mississippi. He completed additional
study at Millsaps College, the Federal Executive Institute,
Mississippi State Executive Development Institute and the
NCSL Legislative Staff Management Institute. In 1986, the
Council of State Governments selected John as one of the
first group of Henry Toll Fellows.
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Julie is a senior policy analyst. In her role, she researches and
analyzes K-12 education policies and provides support to
policymakers on education issues, with a focus on standards,
assessments, accountability and federal law. Julie earned

her law degree and master’s degree in education policy
from the Pennsylvania State University, and is a Colorado-
licensed attorney. She has taught legal research and writing
to attorneys from around the world and taught English as

a second language to immigrants. Julie is a proud Texan,
married a Midwesterner and is raising a Colorado-native
daughter.
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Principal, High School and STEM,
Education Commission of the States

Jennifer first joined Education Commission of the States in
1997. In her current role, she conducts research and analysis

and counsels states on numerous issues related to high

school, college readiness and transitions to postsecondary,
in addition to STEM topics from early learning through
postsecondary. Previously, Jennifer served as the co-
director of Education Commission of the States’ Information
Clearinghouse, where she honed her expertise on high

school issues while performing, coordinating and overseeing

research, analysis and technical assistance across issues from

early learning through postsecondary. Jennifer’s education
experience also includes teaching adult English as a second
language in Slovakia and Denver. When not bent on saving
the world through better education policy, she loves travel,

yoga, cooking (including inflicting new recipes on her

reluctant husband), watching documentaries and spending

time with her family.
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