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Your Question:
You asked for information on states that have history curriculum requirements that include culturally competent
information, particularly with regard to African American history.

Our Response:

In recent years, a number of states have passed legislation directly related to the inclusion of some degree of African
American history in their state standards and/or curriculum. The concept of cultural competency is more often
addressed at the state level as it relates to teacher/staff training. Below, | have included some information and
examples of recent legislation on both history standards/curriculum requirements and cultural competency. Please
feel free to reach out if you have any further questions.

There have been several bills passed in the last few legislative sessions broadly related to multicultural curriculum
requirements. These bills include changes to history curriculum and standards around issues such as the holocaust
and genocide, religious freedom, LGBTQ issues and African American history. Below are a few examples of bills
enacted in the 2017, 2018 and 2019 sessions that are specific to African American history:

e Arkansas SB 519 (2017) Requires the commissioner of education to update resources for teaching the
historical contributions of African Americans. Emphasis shall be placed on the historic work of civil rights
leaders, including Martin Luther King Jr.

e Indiana SB 337 (2017) Requires each school corporation, charter school and accredited nonpublic school to
offer the study of ethnic and racial groups as a one semester elective course in its high school curriculum.

e Nevada SB 107 (2017) requires the Council to Establish Academic Standards for Public Schools to identify a
curriculum for diversity studies in cooperation with faculties of universities researching ethnic and diversity
studies as well as other qualified individuals. The standards must be written in such a manner as to allow
local school districts and charter schools to modify content to reflect and support students in the community.

e lllinois HB 4346 (2018) requires that black history be taught in every public elementary school and high
school through an online program or course.

e Oklahoma HB 3221 (2018) requires the social studies curriculum to include information about Juneteenth,
which commemorates the emancipation of enslaved African Americans.

e Colorado HB 1192 (2019) mandates funding instruction in public schools of history and civil government of
the United States and Colorado — including but not limited to the history, culture and social contributions of
American Indians, Latinos, African Americans and Asian Americans; the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
individuals within these minority groups; and the intersectionality of significant social and cultural features
within these communities.

e Connecticut HB 7082 (2019) adds African American, Puerto Rican and Latino studies to the required
programs of study for public schools and requires all local and regional boards of education to include these
topics in their curriculum beginning with the 2021-22 school year.

e Maryland SB 879 (2019) requires public schools to devote a part of at least one school day to appropriate
exercises that relate to Black History Month, with an emphasis on Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass
and the contributions they made to the fight against slavery.

e West Virginia HB 2422 (2019) adds the Emancipation Proclamation to the required documents to be studied
during Celebrate Freedom Week.
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http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017R/Bills/SB519.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017R/Bills/SB519.pdf
https://trackbill.com/bill/indiana-senate-bill-337-study-of-ethnic-and-racial-groups-course/1325776/
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/Bills/SB/SB107_EN.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=10000HB4346enr&GA=100&SessionId=91&DocTypeId=HB&LegID=109012&DocNum=4346&GAID=14&Session=
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENR/hB/HB3221%20ENR.PDF
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1192
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB-7082
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0879&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=hb2422%20intr.htm&yr=2019&sesstype=RS&i=2422

The responsibility to implement culturally responsive practices in the classroom falls most often to the teacher, and
much attention is placed on ensuring teachers are culturally competent and aware so that they can teach in a way
that is culturally appropriate. The research also focuses on ensuring that teachers are responsive to their students
and community’s cultures. Below are examples of a few states’ approaches to cultural competency.

e Alaska: The Division of Instructional Support implements the Alaska Standards for Culturally Responsive
Schools. The standards, which were developed in collaboration with the Alaska Native Knowledge Network
in 1998, focus on five areas: students, educators, curriculum, schools and communities. According to the
Alaska Department of Education and Early Development, the standards are “available to schools as a tool to
use when building up the rich and varied cultural traditions practiced throughout Alaska.” The Division of
Instructional Support provides a range of resources on implementation of the standards: a framework for
how the standards should apply to the previously identified target areas, an implementation guide for
educators, and a fact sheet that provides information on how local culture can be included in classroom
instruction.

e Colorado: The Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Education Office is tasked with supporting Colorado
districts, schools and educational leaders in the academic, linguistic, and social and emotional challenges and
opportunities of culturally and linguistically diverse students. The office is tasked with ensuring equitable
access to grade-level standards and a well-rounded education. Colorado also provides teachers the
opportunity to obtain a Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Education license endorsement.

e New York: Training on cultural awareness and best practices is required during teacher training in New York.
As a result of the Dignity for All Students Act, New York teachers are required to complete DASA training,
which includes training on multicultural environments. The New York Department of Education webpage
demonstrates an interest in promoting culturally responsive instruction; however, it appears that
management and support is left to districts and schools.

Education Commission of the States strives to respond to information requests within 24 hours. This document
reflects our best efforts but it may not reflect exhaustive research. Please let us know if you would like a more

comprehensive response. Our staff is also available to provide unbiased advice on policy plans, consult on proposed
legislation and testify at legislative hearings as third-party experts.



https://education.alaska.gov/tls/InstructionalSupport
https://education.alaska.gov/tls/InstructionalSupport
http://ankn.uaf.edu/Publications/CulturalStandards.pdf
http://ankn.uaf.edu/Publications/CulturalStandards.pdf
http://ankn.uaf.edu/Publications/CulturalStandards.pdf
http://ankn.uaf.edu/Publications/CulturalStandards.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/CRS_Infographic.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/CRS_Infographic.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/CRS_Infographic.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/cultural/cultural_standards.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/FactsCRS.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/FactsCRS.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/offices/languagecultureequityoffice
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/dasa-syllabus.html
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/dasa-syllabus.html
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/dasa-syllabus.html

