
         Education Commission of the States strives to respond to information requests within 24 hours. This document reflects our best efforts  
but it may not reflect exhaustive research. Please let us know if you would like a more comprehensive response. Our staff is also available to 

provide unbiased advice on policy plans, consult on proposed legislation and testify at legislative hearings as third-party experts. 

 

 

 

 
Your Question:  You asked for examples of states that have taken steps to decriminalize truancy or provide 
alternative programs to addressing the issue. 

 
Our Response: I have gathered various state legislation examples on how they are addressing truancy through 
alternative means. Keep in mind that states and districts may be making alternative efforts to curb chronic 
absenteeism outside of the policy arena. 
 
State Policies  
 
The following states have passed legislation to address chronic absenteeism through alternative means, including 
notifying parents earlier and identifying contributing factors.  
 

 Indiana, S.B. 338 (2013): This legislation makes revisions to state truancy policies, including directing school 

districts to identify contributing factors to chronic absenteeism and to develop reduction plans. Also directed 

the department of education to provide resource and guidance to school districts about various practices and 

strategies to reduce chronic absenteeism.   

 Connecticut, S.B. 1058 (2015): In 2011 the state created a pilot truancy clinic within one specific area of the 

state – expanded to a second area in 2014 – to resolve chronic absenteeism through nonpunitive procedures. 

The 2015 bill expands the truancy clinic program to the state’s lowest-performing districts. Also directs any 

district with a chronic absenteeism rate of at least 10 percent and any school with a rate of at least 15 

percent to establish an attendance review team. The review teams are responsible for reviewing cases of 

chronically absent students, identifying interventions and referrals, and working with the students and their 

parents. Finally, this measure directs the department of education to develop a chronic absenteeism 

prevention and intervention plan for districts to help them reduce chronic absenteeism. 

 Colorado, H.B. 1021 (2013) and S.B. 184 (2015): The 2013 bill created policies encourages districts to 

establish attendance procedures around chronically absent students, including working with parents and 

local groups to improve the student’s attendance. The 2015 bill directs specific leaders within the judicial 

system to convene stakeholders to discuss methods to review alternative means for addressing truancy, 

using detention only as a last resort.  

 Maryland, H.B. 207 (2013): Requires county board of education to develop an active intervention system for 

truant students and requires schools to immediately refer K-12 chronically absent students to the board.  

 West Virginia, H.B. 2550 (2015): Requires schools to notify parents earlier about unexcused absences (after 3 

unexcused absences rather than 5) and to hold a conference with school administrators after 5 unexcused 

absences.  

 California, A.B. 2616 (2012): Directs schools to require students and/or their parents to meet with school 

officials the first time the student receives a truancy report and to discuss causes and develop an 

improvement plan.  

 

In recent years, two states have passed bills prohibiting districts from using expulsion to address chronic 

absenteeism.  
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http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/SE/SE0338.1.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/TOB/S/2015SB-01058-R05-SB.htm
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2013a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/C171B2194B8967C287257A8E0073C1C9?Open&file=1021_enr.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2015a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/35B6F574D250965087257DA20061B2F5?open&file=184_enr.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2013RS/chapters_noln/Ch_355_hb0207E.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Text_HTML/2015_SESSIONS/RS/bills/HB2550%20SUB%20ENR.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_2601-2650/ab_2616_bill_20120921_chaptered.pdf


         Education Commission of the States strives to respond to information requests within 24 hours. This document reflects our best efforts  
but it may not reflect exhaustive research. Please let us know if you would like a more comprehensive response. Our staff is also available to 

provide unbiased advice on policy plans, consult on proposed legislation and testify at legislative hearings as third-party experts. 

 

 Oregon, S.B. 556 (2015) 

 Rhode Island, H.B. 7287 (2012) 

 

A few states have called for task forces or studies to review issues around chronic absenteeism and district and 

school responses. I didn’t have time to track down the resulting reports, but can do so if you would like to see them. 

 Illinois H.B. 3197 (2016) 

 Pennsylvania, H.R. 1032 (2014) 

 Delaware, H.B. 24 (2013) 

 New Mexico, S.M. 72 (2013) 

 

Finally, in the past some states have created policies to link teenage driving licensing privileges to school 

performance and attendance, although I did not see any recent examples of this.  

 

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB556/Enrolled
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText12/HouseText12/H7287A.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=099-0432
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=1032&pn=4283
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis147.nsf/vwLegislation/HB+24/$file/legis.html?open
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/13%20Regular/final/SM072.pdf

