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Your Question:   
You asked for information on state policies addressing remote learning during inclement weather.  
 

Our Response:  
The following response includes state examples and proposed legislation.  
 

State examples 
 
The following examples are from states that explicitly allow virtual instruction in the event of a school closure 
caused by inclement weather. Some changes to instructional time policies in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic have opened the door for the use of virtual learning days where these policies didn’t already exist. 
Additionally, districts in states that do not explicitly allow this practice may be implementing similar virtual 
instruction days. 
 

• Illinois has passed legislation at the state level that explores alternative ways of dealing with school 
cancellation. The Illinois law simply created a pilot program to understand the merits of an e-learning 
policy. Based on a scan of news sources, activity around e-learning appears to concentrate at the local 
level. 

• While it is not in state law, the department of education in Indiana permits e-learning days to count 
toward the 180-day instructional requirement. 

• Kentucky has a program that allows districts to have a “non-traditional instructional program” that 
allows students to continue their learning on days when school is canceled. The Legislature passed 
a bill during the 2018 session that directs the state department of education to 
adopt guidance regarding the program. 

• Minnesota allows a school board’s annual school calendar to include plans for a maximum of five days 
of instruction provided through online instruction because of inclement weather. These plans have to be 
developed in accordance with the statute governing “e-learning days”— defined as a school day where a 
school offers full access to online instruction provided by students’ individual teachers because of 
inclement weather. 

• Ohio has a law allowing online learning programs (“e-learning”) in the event of school closure. 
• Pennsylvania had a pilot program to allow districts to permit students to complete work at home on 

snow days. 
• Rhode Island allows schools to develop a plan to conduct instruction through virtual education when 

the schools have been closed because of inclement weather or another emergency. The plan for virtual 
education must be approved by the council on elementary and secondary education in order to count as 
a school day. 

 
Finally, we will be tracking remote learning legislation throughout the session and enacted bills can be found in 
our State Education Policy Tracking tool.  
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http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/99/HB/PDF/09900HB2781lv.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/21-22-instructional-day-waiver-policy_final.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/8da014629ad42d3cdd6feaa44b67dbf416e12573c421c957797dc1f6a6c8b8a0ea32d140f9b5e2beba492d685749c550
https://education.ky.gov/school/innov/Pages/Non-Traditional-Instruction.aspx
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120A.414
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3313.482
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2018/02/22/cyber-snow-days-pa-end-flexible-instructional-days-after-2018/358759002/
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE16/16-2/16-2-2.HTM
https://www.ecs.org/state-education-policy-tracking/
mailto:berwin@ecs.org

