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Your Question:   
You asked for information on the amount of funding states provide for STEM education. You wanted to know how 
other states’ funding ecosystems work.  
 

Our Response:  
We have not conducted a 50-State Comparison on state government STEM funding levels, but we can offer examples 
of major state-funded STEM initiatives. In addition, we provide a couple of examples of state STEM activities funded 
through such mechanisms as tax credits and lottery funds. We do not have access to information on overall state 
funding levels for STEM, but we hope the examples below illustrate different funding approaches and levels. 

Examples of State STEM Funding  
The Idaho legislature created the STEM Action Center and a STEM Action Center advisory board within the office of 
the governor. This center is directed to, among other things, “engage private entities to provide additional funding 
and/or in-kind employee time for STEM activities in schools supporting industry career readiness in addition to what 
is currently provided by private entities.” More information on the Action Center’s Public Private-Partnerships can be 
found here. The FY2020 appropriation for the STEM Action Center was roughly $4.7 million. The governor 
recommended a 31% increase for 2021.  

The Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council aims to “increase interest and achievement in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) studies and careers through partnerships engaging preK-12 students, 
parents, educators, employers, non-profits, policy leaders and others.” The council is “made up of leaders in higher 
education, business, pre-K through 12 educators, as well as state and local government officials,” and it awards 
grants to support STEM education programs across the state. The council’s funding comes from state appropriations, 
but it uses these funds to unlock some matching funds from private sources. In FY2021, the total state appropriation 
for the STEM Advisory Council is $6,354,836. 

Like many states, Massachusetts has several different funding streams for STEM. State statute establishes a 
Massachusetts Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Grant Fund, also known as the STEM Pipeline 
Fund. The purpose of this fund is to “increase the number of students who participate in programs that support 
careers related to science, technology, engineering and mathematics.” Three distinct goals were developed for this 
purpose: an increase in the number of students who prepare for and enter STEM careers, an increase in the number 
of qualified STEM teachers and an improvement in STEM educational offerings. In FY2020, the state appropriation for 
the fund was $1.5 million. Statute explicitly authorizes bond proceeds to be credited to the STEM Pipeline Fund, 
along with funds from other sources.  
 
Massachusetts also funds the STEM Starter Academy, which aims to “recruit, ready, retain and graduate a diverse 
body of community college students earning STEM certificates and degrees and transferring to 4-year STEM 
programs or entering the workforce.” Estimated FY2020 expenditures of state funds were roughly $4.75 million. In 
addition, the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center, which received most of its funding through state appropriations, 
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https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title67/T67CH8/SECT67-823/
https://stem.idaho.gov/
https://stem.idaho.gov/apply/p3/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/budget/JFAC/sessionrecord/2020/7.General%20Government/Governor,%20Office%20of%20the/STEM%20Action%20Center/%7EBudget%20Hearing/January%2013,%202020/A.Presentation.pdf?1579724297
https://iowastem.gov/
https://iowastem.gov/sites/default/files/FY21-STEM.Council.Budget-approved-2020.06.22_1.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIII/Chapter29/Section2MMM
https://www.mass.edu/stem/initiatives/pipeline.asp
https://www.mass.edu/stem/initiatives/pipeline.asp
https://budget.digital.mass.gov/summary/fy20/enacted/education/executive-office-of-education/15957066
https://www.mass.edu/strategic/stemstarter.asp
https://budget.digital.mass.gov/govbudget/fy21/appropriations/education/higher-education/70660036
https://www.masslifesciences.com/
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offered middle and high schools in the state roughly $1.17 million in STEM equipment and supplies grants in fiscal 
years 2019 and 2020.  

The MiSTEM Network in Michigan aims to be “the catalyst for equitable access and engagement in authentic STEM 
experiences in every community in Michigan” by supporting STEM education programming in communities across the 
state. The network is overseen by the MiSTEM Advisory Council, which makes annual recommendations for 
improving STEM education in the state. In 2020-21, the state allocated “an amount not to exceed $7,634,300 from 
the school aid fund appropriation” to support MiSTEM programs.  

In 2015, the Ohio legislature created the STEM Public-Private Partnership Pilot Program which, according to the 
Ohio Department of Higher Education, is used to “encourage public-private partnerships between high schools, 
colleges, and the business community to provide high school students the opportunity to receive education and 
training in a targeted industry…while simultaneously earning high school and college credit for the course(s)”. In 
2017, Ohio provided a $750,000 appropriation for grants to this program. The measure required the chancellor of 
higher education to administer the program and select five partnerships, one from each quadrant of the state and 
one from the central part of the state, each to receive a grant of $150,000.   

Pennsylvania is devoting $70 million over two years to PAsmart: “$40 million for science and technology education 
and $30 million for apprenticeships and job training programs.“ The education funds focus on improving access to 
science, technology, engineering, and math education for all through better classroom instruction and training and 
better access to computer science education. PAsmart funding has also included substantial grants to expand and 
strengthen STEM ecosystems in the state.  
 
The Utah legislature established the STEM Action Center and the STEM Action Center Foundation Fund. Among 
many other responsibilities, the STEM Action Center Board is directed to coordinate STEM activities in the state 
among various stakeholders, align public education STEM activities with higher education STEM activities, and create 
and coordinate best practices among public education and higher education. The board also strategically engages 
industry and business entities to cooperate with its efforts to support high quality professional development and 
provide other assistance for educators and students. More information can be found at the STEM Action Center 
website here and on its grants page here. In FY2021, the STEM Action Center was supported by more than $12 
million in state appropriations. 

States that Support STEM Education Through Tax Credits and Lottery Funds 
In 2014, the Alabama legislature created a state income tax credit, equal to 50% of contributions, to individuals and 
businesses making donations to the Career-Technical Dual Enrollment Program. The Business Education Alliance has 
an FAQ and additional information on this program available here, and states that such donations “will provide 
eligible high school students an opportunity to enroll in college-level career and technical education courses…donors 
can direct up to 80% of contributions to a specific career technical program at a particular institution,” indicating an 
option for donors to specifically steer funds toward STEM programs while receiving tax benefits.    

Lottery Funds 
The Montana legislature created a STEM scholarship program that is funded in part by the Montana state lottery. 
According to statute, the first $500,000 of state lottery net revenue in FY2020 must be transferred to the STEM 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/opmo-fy2020-mlsc-financials/download#:%7E:text=The%20Center%20received%20%2410.0%20million,as%20of%20June%2030%2C%202018.
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-94421_81797---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-94421_81797_104311---,00.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(dce5yslxlabnomr1zt2ozgle))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-388-1699s&query=on&highlight=99s
http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/3333-1-16
https://www.ohiohighered.org/grants-rfps/STEM-3P
https://www.dli.pa.gov/Businesses/Workforce-Development/grants/Pages/pasmart.aspx
https://www.pasmart.gov/funding/
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title9/Chapter22/9-22-P1.html?v=C9-22-P1_2019051420190701
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title9/Chapter22/9-22-S105.html?v=C9-22-S105_2019051420190701
https://stem.utah.gov/
https://stem.utah.gov/educators/opportunities/
https://cobi.utah.gov/2020/3172/financials
https://cobi.utah.gov/2020/3172/financials
http://lsa.state.al.us/Legal/Acts/2014/acts_2014.aspx#Anchor-Ac-34639
http://beaalabama.com/about-us/dual-enrollment-program/
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0260/part_0060/sections_index.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0230/chapter_0070/part_0040/section_0020/0230-0070-0040-0020.html
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scholarship program special revenue account, increasing annually until reaching $2.25 million in FY2024 and 
subsequent fiscal years. More information can be found on the program’s website here. 

Additional ECS Resources 
• Key Issues: Funding 

o This key issues page houses many resources on education funding that you may find useful, including 
50-State Comparisons on K-12 Funding and Postsecondary Education Funding; as well as several 
policy reports, related blog posts and previous state information request responses.  

• ECS STEM Resources 
o Among our many resources on STEM education, you may be particularly interested in the Enhancing 

STEM in P-3 Education Policy Guide, A State Policymaker’s STEM Playbook and the wealth of STEM 
information available on the Vital Signs website.  

https://www.mus.edu/Prepare/Pay/Scholarships/STEM_Scholarship.html
https://www.ecs.org/research-reports/key-issues/funding/
https://www.ecs.org/50-state-comparison-k-12-funding/
https://www.ecs.org/50-state-comparison-postsecondary-education-funding/
https://www.ecs.org/?s=STEM&fwp_issues=stem&fwp_per_page=50
https://www.ecs.org/enhancing-stem-in-p-3-education/
https://www.ecs.org/enhancing-stem-in-p-3-education/
https://www.ecs.org/a-state-policymakers-stem-playbook/
https://vitalsigns.ecs.org/
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