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Your Question:

How are other states incorporating college-and-career readiness into their accountability systems under ESSA?

Our Response:

College and Career Readiness in Accountability Systems

As states complete and submit their ESSA state plans, ECS has tracked the indicators selected to measure school
quality/student success (SQSS, aka “fifth indicator”). College and career readiness-related measures are a common
selection for high school SQSS indicators. A few examples are provided on the following page.

Based on ECS’s review of the most recent, publicly available ESSA plans, 36 states® include some form of a college
and/or career readiness (CCR) indicator in their accountability systems, not including indicators that measure

whether students are on track to graduate high school on time (e.g., “9™ grade on track”). CCR indicators typically
award points either for the successful completion of one of several options or varying points for completion of or
performance on each option (e.g., 1 point for AP completion plus 2 points for dual enroliment course credit, etc.).

The breadth and depth of these indicators can vary widely, from measuring advanced coursework (AP/IB)
participation/performance only (see D.C.) to measuring participation/performance on a long list of possible steps
toward CCR (see lllinois below). Several states include steps toward preparation for the military as measured by
participation/performance on the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) assessment (see North
Dakota below).

Other states have put their own spin on the CCR indicator. For example, New York plans to incorporate a measure
of civic engagement into its CCR indicator in the future. Kentucky’s high school indicators include a measure of
whether students have equitable access to advanced coursework. Rhode Island plans to expand its CCR indicator in
the future to include a Seal of Biliteracy and a Pathway Endorsement, which “certifies that a student has
accomplished deep learning in a chosen area of interest and is prepared for employment or further education in a
career path.”

Based on ECS’s review, only Florida and Pennsylvania explicitly incorporate grades below high school into a type of
CCR indicator. Pennsylvania uses a career readiness-only indicator rather than a CCR indicator.

1 At least one additional state—lowa—plans to incorporate this type of indicator in the near future.
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https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/OSSE%20ESSA%20State%20Plan_%20August%2028_Clean.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-technical-plan-draft-9-18-17-to-usdoe.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/KY_consolidatedStateplan.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Information-and-Accountability-User-Friendly-Data/ESSA/RhodeIsland-ESSA-State-Plan-Sept2017-FINAL-9-18.pdf

State Examples
Delaware

Delaware’s CCR indicator includes a college preparedness option and a career preparedness option, as well as
optional bonus points:

e College Preparedness:
O AP (3 or better)
O IB (4 or better)
0 Postsecondary credit attainment with a B or higher outside of a state-approved program of study
0 SAT College- and Career-Readiness Benchmark (SAT Essay)
e Career Preparedness:
0 DDOE-approved industry credential
0 Certificate of Multiliteracy: high school students (grades 9-12) who have attained high levels of
proficiency in one or more world languages in addition to English; based on any nationally recognized
assessment of language proficiency such as AAPPL, AP World Language and Culture, or IB Language
exam, in conjunction with demonstration of English proficiency (Smarter/SAT score of 3+, ACCESS score
of 5.0)
0 Postsecondary credit attainment with a B or higher within a state-approved program of study
0 Successful completion of an approved co-operative education and/or work-based learning extension
0 Armed Forces Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) AFQT score of 50+
e Bonus: College and Career Preparedness Option: One college and one career preparedness option from above
will receive bonus points.

Florida

Florida’s SQSS indicator includes four components: science achievement for all grades, social studies achievement for
middle and high school, middle school acceleration, and high school acceleration (college and career acceleration).
Per p.21 of the plan:

“The Middle School Acceleration component is based on the percentage of eligible middle school students
who passed a high school-level EOC assessment or industry certification. The High School Acceleration
component is based on the percentage of graduates from the graduation rate cohort who earned a score on
an acceleration examination (AP, 1B, or AICE) or a grade in a dual enrollment course that qualified the
students for college credit or an industry certification.”
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https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/domain/425/june%2029%20submission/DE_consolidatedstateplan.FINAL%20clean.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/14196/urlt/ESSADraftStatePlan.pdf

lllinois

COLLEGE CAREER READY
INDICATOR (HS) "

Description: Multiple states are developing a college and career ready indicator. This
indicator identifies those areas of college and career readiness which research has sugpested
are important to postsecondary success.

Research: This work is drawn from a research base™ that suggests a number of indicators of
readiness that can support the assertion that a child is ready academically and capable of
entering the workforce.

Aids in Meaningful Differentiation of Schools: ISBE will continue to convene a TAC to make
amendments as additional data is available. Please Section 4.1{F) for a simulation of all
indicators used in the meaningful differentiation of schoals. .

Distinguishied Scholar

GPA: 3.75/4.0

ACT: 30 or SAT: 1400™

At least one academic indicator in each ELA and Math

Three career ready indicators during the Junior/Senior Year [Algebra |l can be in any year, if
they earn an A, B, or C]

95% Attendance junior and senior year

Callege and Career Ready

GPA: 2.8/4.0

95% Attendance in high school junior and senior year

College and Career Pathway Endorsement under Postsecondary Workforce Readiness Act (link
to description here)

OR

All of the following:

One Academic Indicator in each of ELA and Math during the Junior/Senior Year (or Algebra Il
at any time)

Identify a Career Area of Interest by the end of the Sophomore Year

Three Career Ready Indicators during the Junior/Senior Year

Academic Indicators

ELA

Math

ELA AP Exam [3+)

Math AP Exam (3+)

ELA Advanced Placement
Course (A, B, or C)

Math Advanced
Placement Course (A, B,
ar C)

Dwal Credit English Course (A,
B, or C)

Deal Credit Math Course
|A, B, arC)

IB ELA course (A, B, or C)

1B Math course (A, B, ar
c

1B Exam 4+

I8 Exam d+

College Remedial English (A,
B, or C)

College Remedial Math
A, B, arC)

Algebra ll |A, B, or C)

Minimum ACT Subject Scores
of English 18, Reading 22

Minimum ACT Subject
Score of Math 22, + Math
in Senior Year

Minimum 5AT Subject Score
of Evidence-Based Reading
and Writing: 480

Minimum 5AT Subject
Score of Math: 530, +
Math in Senior Year

Career Ready Indicators [Minimum of 3

‘Woaorkplace Learning Experience

Industry Credential

Military Service (Including ROTC)

Dual Credit Career Pathway Course (A, B, or C grade)

Completion of a Program of Study

Attaining and maintaining consistent employment for a minimum of 12 months
Consecutive summer employment

25 howurs of community service

Twio or more arganized co-curricular activities



https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ESSAStatePlanforIllinois.pdf

North Dakota

Appendix J to North Dakota’s ESSA plan provides the follow graphic explaining the “Choice Ready” indicator:

North Dakota

Choice Ready Graduates

_—

llll COLLEGE READY Qo CAREER READY * MILITARY READY

Diploma or GED and Developed Rolling 4-year Education Plan of Study and Based on North Dakota Universit em Placement Policies for Credit Bearing Courses:

ACT English 18 SAT Reading/Writing 480  CLEM/CREAM Pea English 7 St sment English 3

or or 0 . "
ACT Math 21 SAT Math 530 CLEM/CREAM Pearson Math 70% tate 4 sment Math 3

And at least two additional Essential Skill indicators below:

+ Community Service (25 hrs) « Two or more years in co-curricular activities
+  95% Attendance (not counting school-related absences) « Two or more years in extra-curricular activities

Based on NDUS Admissions Policy: * 2.8GPA or Higher in a CTE Pathway ASVAB Score 31 or Higher
* ACT Composite 22 or Higher *» Complete 2 credits in a Coordinated Plan of Study Quality Citizenship (as measured by expulsions or
+ 2.B8GPA or Higher And at least two additional indicators below: suspensions of zera)

And at least two additional indicators below: . ] " -
Career Ready Practices (3.0) Physically fit as deemed by physical education

instructor
Advanced Placement Course (A, B, or C)
Work Based Learning Experience (75 hrs) And:

Dual Credit Course (Eng/Math of A, B, or C) -

Dual Credit Course (A, B or C) Identify and complete any two additional indicators
Algebra ll (A, B, or C) from college or career preparation

WorkKeys (Gold or Silver)
Advanced Placement Exam (3+)

International Baccalaureate Exam (4+)

Technical Assessment / Industry Credential

3.0 GPA or higher in the core course requirements for
university admission.

Education Commission of the States strives to respond to information requests within 24 hours. This document
reflects our best efforts but it may not reflect exhaustive research. Please let us know if you would like a more

comprehensive response. Our staff is also available to provide unbiased advice on policy plans, consult on proposed
legislation and testify at legislative hearings as third-party experts.



https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/stateplan17/ndconsolidatedstateplan.pdf
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