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Your Question:   
You asked for examples of state laws that allow all public school juniors to take the SAT exam at no charge. 
 

Our Response:   
In the 2017-18 school year, nine states – Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Illinois, Maine, Michigan, New 
Hampshire and West Virginia – administered the SAT to all public school 11th grade students for free.  
 
While policies setting parameters for assessment systems in Delaware and Maine make no apparent reference to 
inclusion of college entrance exams or college readiness assessments, policies in Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, 
Illinois, Michigan, New Hampshire and West Virginia explicitly authorize the adoption of a college entrance exam or 
college readiness assessment. Those policies are cited below. 
 
Note that in Idaho, the requirement that all students take SAT is established in regulation rather than legislation. 

Colorado 
“(2)(b) The department of education shall select and the state shall pay the costs of administering an assessment 
that is administered throughout the United States and relied upon by institutions of higher education, referred to in 
this section as the "curriculum-based, achievement college entrance exam". Every five years, the department shall 
request competitive bids and contract for the curriculum-based, achievement college entrance exam. At a 
minimum, the curriculum-based, achievement college entrance exam must test in the areas of reading, writing, 
mathematics, and science. Each local education provider shall administer the curriculum-based achievement college 
entrance exam for students enrolled in eleventh grade. The local education provider shall administer the writing 
portion of the curriculum-based, achievement college entrance exam to each student who requests the opportunity 
to take the writing portion. The department shall pay the costs of administering the writing portion of the exam. 
(c)  

(I)  The department of education shall annually schedule a day on which the curriculum-based, achievement 
college entrance exam is administered for all eleventh-grade students enrolled in public high schools 
throughout the state. 
(II)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (c), a student who can show a need 
to take the curriculum-based, achievement college entrance exam on an alternate date on which the exam is 
administered throughout the country may take the exam on that alternate date, so long as the alternate date 
is before the date scheduled by the department pursuant to subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (c). The 
department shall pay all costs associated with a student taking the curriculum-based, achievement college 
entrance exam on an alternate date as provided in this subparagraph (II). 

(d)  The state board shall adopt rules to ensure that the requirements of the administrator of the curriculum-based, 
achievement college entrance exam, such as a secure environment, are met and to identify the level of need that a 
student must demonstrate to take the curriculum-based, achievement college entrance exam on an alternate date 
as provided in subparagraph (II) of paragraph (c) of this subsection (2).” 

 
(10)  For each fiscal year, the general assembly shall appropriate money in the annual general appropriation act to 
the department of education to fund administration of the state assessments as described in this section, including 
administration of the ninth-grade assessment, the tenth-grade assessment, and the curriculum-based, achievement 
college entrance exam described in subsection (2) of this section.” (C.R.S. 22-7-1006.3) 
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Connecticut  
“(a) As used in this section, “mastery examination” means (1) for students enrolled in grades three to eight, inclusive, 
an examination or examinations, approved by the State Board of Education, that measures essential and grade-
appropriate skills in reading, writing or mathematics, (2) for students enrolled in grades five, eight and eleven, an 
examination, approved by the State Board of Education, that measures essential and grade-appropriate skills in 
science, and (3) for students enrolled in grade eleven, a nationally recognized college readiness assessment, 
approved by the State Board of Education, that measures essential and grade-appropriate skills in reading, writing 
and mathematics.” (C.G.S.A. § 10-14n(a)) 
 
“To the extent permitted by federal law or the terms of a federal waiver of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965, 20 USC 6301, et seq., as amended from time to time, as it relates to the grade eleven mastery 
examination requirement pursuant to section 10-14n, not later than January 1, 2016, the State Board of Education, in 
consultation with the Mastery Examination Committee, established pursuant to section 1 of public act 15-238, shall 
enter into an agreement with a provider of a nationally recognized college readiness assessment for the provision 
and administration of such college readiness assessment as part of such grade eleven mastery examination 
requirement, provided such college readiness assessment offers accommodations for students with disabilities and 
students who are English language learners.” (Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 10-14x) 

Idaho 
“03. College Entrance Examination. (Effective for all public school students who enter grade nine (9) in Fall 2012 or 
later.) (3-12-14) 

a. A student must take one (1) of the following college entrance examinations before the end of the student’s 
eleventh grade year: SAT or ACT. Students graduating prior to 2017 may also use the Compass to meet this 
requirement. A student who misses the statewide administration of the college exam during the student's grade 
eleven (11) for one (1) of the following reasons, may take the examination during their grade twelve (12) to meet this 
requirement: (3-25-16) 

i. Transferred to an Idaho school district during grade eleven (11); (3-12-14) 
ii. Was homeschooled during grade eleven (11); or (3-12-14) 
iii. Missed the spring statewide administration of the college entrance exam dates for documented medical 
reasons. (3-12-14) 

b. A student may elect an exemption in grade eleven (11) from the college entrance exam requirement if the student 
is: (3-12-14) 

i. Enrolled in a special education program and has an Individual Education Plan (IEP) that specifies 
accommodations not allowed for a reportable score on the approved tests; (3-12-14) 
ii. Enrolled in a Limited English Proficient (LEP) program for three (3) academic years or less; or (3-12-14) 
iii. Enrolled for the first time in grade twelve (12) at an Idaho high school after the fall statewide 
administration of the college entrance exam. (4-1-15)” (IDAPA 08.02.03.105.03) 

Illinois 
“The State Board of Education shall annually assess schools that operate a secondary education program, as defined 
in Section 22-22 of this Code, in English language arts and mathematics. The State Board of Education shall 
administer no more than 3 assessments, per student, of English language arts and mathematics for students in a 
secondary education program. One of these assessments shall include a college and career ready determination that 
shall be accepted by this State's public institutions of higher education, as defined in the Board of Higher Education 
Act, for the purpose of student application or admissions consideration. The assessment administered by the State 

https://search.cga.state.ct.us/r/statute/dtsearch.asp?cmd=getdoc&DocId=8246&Index=I%3a%5czindex%5csurs&HitCount=2&hits=157+158+&hc=134&req=%28number+contains+10-14%2A%29&Item=6
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/ACT/pa/pdf/2015PA-00238-R00SB-01095-PA.pdf
https://search.cga.state.ct.us/r/statute/dtsearch.asp?cmd=getdoc&DocId=8246&Index=I%3a%5czindex%5csurs&HitCount=2&hits=157+158+&hc=134&req=%28number+contains+10-14%2A%29&Item=15
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/08/0203.pdf
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Board of Education for the purpose of student application to or admissions consideration by institutions of higher 
education must be administered on a school day during regular student attendance hours. 

Students who are not assessed for college and career ready determinations may not receive a regular high school 
diploma unless the student is exempted from taking State assessments under subsection (d) of this Section because 
(i) the student's individualized educational program developed under Article 14 of this Code identifies the State 
assessment as inappropriate for the student, (ii) the student is enrolled in a program of adult and continuing 
education, as defined in the Adult Education Act, (iii) the school district is not required to assess the individual 
student for purposes of accountability under federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requirements, (iv) the student 
has been determined to be an English learner and has been enrolled in schools in the United States for less than 12 
months, or (v) the student is otherwise identified by the State Board of Education, through rules, as being exempt 
from the assessment. …” 
 
“Students receiving special education services whose individualized educational programs identify them as eligible 
for the alternative State assessments nevertheless shall have the option of taking this State's regular assessment that 
includes a college and career ready determination, which shall be administered in accordance with the eligible 
accommodations appropriate for meeting these students' respective needs. …” 
 
“In each school year, the scores attained by a student on the State assessment that includes a college and career 
ready determination must be placed in the student's permanent record pursuant to rules that the State Board of 
Education shall adopt for that purpose in accordance with Section 3 of the Illinois School Student Records Act. In each 
school year, the scores attained by a student on the State assessments administered in grades 3 through 8 must be 
placed in the student's temporary record.” (105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-5(c), (d), (e)) 
 

Michigan 
Sec. 104b. (1) In order to receive state aid under this article, a district shall comply with this section and shall 
administer the Michigan merit examination to pupils in grade 11, and to pupils in grade 12 who did not take the 
complete Michigan merit examination in grade 11, as provided in this section. The Michigan merit examination 
consists of a college entrance test, work skills test, and the summative assessment known as the Michigan 
student test of educational progress (M-STEP). 
 
(2) For the purposes of this section, the department of technology, management, and budget shall contract with 1 or 
more providers to develop, supply, and score the Michigan merit examination. The Michigan merit examination shall 
consist of all of the following: 
 
(a) Assessment instruments that measure English language arts, mathematics, reading, and science, and are used by 
the majority of colleges and universities in this state for entrance purposes. This may include 1 or more writing 
components. In selecting assessment instruments to fulfill the requirements of this subdivision, the department may 
consider the degree to which those assessment instruments are aligned to this state's content standards. … 
 
(5) The superintendent shall work with the provider or providers of the Michigan merit examination to produce 
Michigan merit examination subject area scores for each pupil participating in the Michigan merit examination. To 
the extent that the department determines that additional test items beyond those included in the college entrance 
component of the Michigan merit examination are required in a particular subject area, the department shall ensure 
that all test items in that subject area are scaled and merged for the purposes of producing a Michigan merit 
examination subject area score. The superintendent shall design and distribute to districts, intermediate districts, and 
nonpublic schools a simple and concise document that describes the scoring for each subject area and indicates the 
scaled score ranges for each subject area. …  

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+2&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=14200000&SeqEnd=36325000
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(7) A district shall administer the complete Michigan merit examination to a pupil only once and shall not administer 
the complete Michigan merit examination to the same pupil more than once. If a pupil does not take the complete 
Michigan merit examination in grade 11, the district shall administer the complete Michigan merit examination to the 
pupil in grade 12. If a pupil chooses to retake the college entrance examination component of the Michigan 
merit examination, as described in subsection (2)(a), the pupil may do so through the provider of 
the college entrance examination component and the cost of the retake is the responsibility of the pupil unless all of 
the following are met: 

(a) The pupil has taken the complete Michigan merit examination. 

(b) The pupil meets the income eligibility criteria for free breakfast, lunch, or milk, as determined under the 
Richard B. Russell national school lunch act, …. 

(c) The pupil has applied to the provider of the college entrance examination component for a scholarship or 
fee waiver to cover the cost of the retake and that application has been denied. 

(d) After taking the complete Michigan merit examination, the pupil has not already received a free retake of 
the college entrance examination component paid for either by this state or through a scholarship or fee 
waiver by the provider. … 

(10) To the greatest extent possible, the Michigan merit examination shall be based on this state's content standards, 
as appropriate. Annually, after each administration of the Michigan merit examination, the department shall provide 
a report of the points per standard so that teachers will know what content will be covered within the Michigan 
merit examination. The department may augment the college entrance and work skills components of the Michigan 
merit examination to develop the assessment, depending on the alignment of those components to this state's 
content standards. If these components do not align to these standards, the department shall produce additional 
components as required by law, while minimizing the amount of time needed for assessments. (M.C.L.A. 
388.1704b(1), (2)(a), (5), (7), (10)) 

 
New Hampshire 
“A statewide assessment shall be administered in all school districts in the state once in an elementary school grade, 
once in a middle school grade, and one grade in high school. For those years in grades 3 through 8 in which the 
school district does not administer the statewide assessment, the school district, in consultation with the department 
and as part of the statewide education improvement and assessment program, shall develop and administer its own 
assessment or shall administer a standardized assessment that identifies a pupil's range of learning and yields 
objective data to use in improving instruction and learning. All public school students in the designated grades shall 
participate in the assessment, unless such student is exempted, or provided that the commissioner of the 
department of education may, through an agreement with another state when such state and New Hampshire are 
parties to an interstate agreement, allow pupils to participate in that state's assessment program as an alternative to 
the assessment required under this chapter. Home educated students may contact their local school districts if they 
wish to participate in the statewide assessment. Private schools may contact the department of education to 
participate in the statewide assessment. The department may use the College Board SAT or ACT college readiness 
assessment to satisfy the high school assessment requirements of this chapter. The statewide assessment results of a 
student or the student's school district shall not be included as part of the student's transcript unless the student, if 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(2hmimjz0hhbwkh3ugswosvsu))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-388-1704b
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(2hmimjz0hhbwkh3ugswosvsu))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-388-1704b
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18 years of age or older, or the student's parent or legal guardian if the student is under 18 years of age, consents.” 
(N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 193-C:6) 
 

West Virginia 
“(d) Comprehensive statewide student assessment program. -- The state board shall establish 
a comprehensive statewide student assessment program to assess student performance and progress in grades three 
through twelve. The assessment program is subject to the following: … 
 

(3) In accordance with articles two and two-e, chapter eighteen of this code, the state board shall review or 
develop, and adopt a college and career readiness assessment to be administered in grade eleven: Provided, 
That the adopted college and career readiness assessment administered in grade eleven counts toward the 
statewide student assessment and must be used by a significant number of regionally accredited higher 
education institutions for determining college admissions” (W. Va. Code, § 18-2E-5(d)(3)) 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XV/193-C/193-C-6.htm
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/WVCODE/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=18&art=2E&section=5#02E
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