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Your education policy team.

Your Question(s):

1. What is the status of academic standards for visual arts in each state?
2. What are the subject area testing requirements to become a visual arts educator?

Our Response:

Arts Education Partnership staff members gathered information from state education agency websites to answer
these questions. An analysis of the information found that:

1. Of 50 states and the District of Columbia, 37 (73%) have arts standards aligned to the National Core Arts
Standards (NCAS). Five of those states — Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, New Mexico and Rhode Island —
have adapted the NCAS outright.

2. Pennsylvania’s arts standards are the oldest, last updated in 2002. Hawaii’s were updated in 2022, with
Ohio’s standards in draft form and scheduled to be board approved in late 2022.

3. All states require a content knowledge test for licensure except lowa, Maine and Wyoming. 34 states require
a Praxis |l test, and the remaining 14 states have a state-specific test, usually offered through National
Evaluation Series (NES).

4. Of the 34 states that use Praxis I, 27 require Art: Content Knowledge. The remaining seven require Art:
Content and Analysis.

5. In addition to a content knowledge test, some states also require a test for pedagogy. These states require
edTPA Visual Arts, Praxis Principles of Learning and Teaching or a state-specific test. Some states — e.g.,
Maryland — allow candidates to choose between edTPA and Praxis.

The table below summarizes standards and licensure information for each state.

Standards Licensure
State Link to Standards Aligned | Date of Certification Other Information
to NCAS Most Assessment
Recent Requirements —
Update Visual Arts
(Content Knowledge)
Alabama Arts Education Courses of | Yes 2017 Praxis — Art: Content
Study Knowledge
Alaska Alaska Arts Standards Yes 2016 Praxis — Art: Content
Knowledge
Arizona Arizona Academic Yes 2015 Arizona Educator
Standards in the Arts Proficiency Assessment
Subject Knowledge: Art
Arkansas Arkansas Fine Arts Yes 2020 Praxis — Art: Content
Academic Standards Knowledge

Education Commission of the States strives to respond to information requests within 48 hours. This document
reflects our best efforts but it may not reflect exhaustive research. Please let us know if you would like a more

comprehensive response. Our staff is also available to provide unbiased advice on policy plans, consult on proposed
legislation and testify at legislative hearings as third-party experts.



https://alex.state.al.us/browseArt.php#VISA
https://alex.state.al.us/browseArt.php#VISA
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/Arts.pdf?v=2
https://www.azartsstandards.com/sites/default/files/2021-03/2015-AZ-Visual-Arts-Glance.pdf
https://www.azartsstandards.com/sites/default/files/2021-03/2015-AZ-Visual-Arts-Glance.pdf
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/20201209132039_ADE_0320-001.VisualArtStandards.FA.HIGHRES_1.pdf
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/20201209132039_ADE_0320-001.VisualArtStandards.FA.HIGHRES_1.pdf
mailto:jkasper@ecs.org

California California Arts Standards | Yes 2019 California Subject
for Public Schools Examinations for
Teachers: Art
Colorado Colorado Academic No 2020 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards Knowledge
Connecticut | Adopted National Core Yes 2016 Praxis — Art: Content
Arts Standards Knowledge
Delaware Adopted National Core Yes 2016 Praxis — Art: Content
Arts Standards Knowledge
District of DCPS Arts Framework No 2016 Praxis — Art: Content
Columbia Knowledge
Florida Next Generation No 2010 Florida Teacher
Sunshine State Standards Certification
Examination: Art K-12
Georgia Fine Arts Georgia Yes 2017 Georgia Assessment for
Standards of Excellence the Certification of
Educators: Art
Education
Hawaii Adopted National Core Yes 2022 Praxis — Art: Content
Arts Standards Knowledge
Idaho Idaho Content Standards | Yes 2015 Praxis — Art: Content
Knowledge
[llinois lllinois Arts Learning Yes 2016 Illinois Licensure
Standards Testing System: Visual
Arts
Indiana Indiana Academic Yes 2017 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards Knowledge
lowa lowa Fine Arts Standards | Yes 2017 None Testing requirement for in-
state candidates waived in
HF2081, signed into law on
6/13/22
Kansas Kansas Curricular Yes 2015 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards for the Visual Knowledge
Arts
Kentucky Kentucky Academic Yes 2015 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards for the Visual and Analysis
and Performing Arts
Louisiana K-12 Louisiana Student No 2004 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards for the Arts Knowledge
Maine Maine Learning Results No 2007 None Testing requirements waived
by State Board of Education in
Chapter 115, adopted 6/11/22
Maryland Maryland State Fine Arts | Yes 2016 Praxis — Art: Content

Standards

and Analysis
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/caartsstandards.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/caartsstandards.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coarts/2020cas-va-p12
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coarts/2020cas-va-p12
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.artsdcps.com/framework
https://www.cpalms.org/Public/search/Standard
https://www.cpalms.org/Public/search/Standard
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Fine-Arts-Visual-Art.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Fine-Arts-Visual-Art.aspx
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/humanities/visual-arts/Visual-Arts-Standards.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Visual-Arts-Standards.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Visual-Arts-Standards.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/2017-visual-arts-final-revision.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/2017-visual-arts-final-revision.pdf
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/instruction/fine-arts#Fine_Arts_Standards
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Career-Standards-and-Assessment-Services/Content-Area-F-L/Fine-Arts-Dance-Media-Arts-Music-Theatre-Visual-Arts/Visual-Arts/Visual-Arts-Standards#VASGrade
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Career-Standards-and-Assessment-Services/Content-Area-F-L/Fine-Arts-Dance-Media-Arts-Music-Theatre-Visual-Arts/Visual-Arts/Visual-Arts-Standards#VASGrade
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Career-Standards-and-Assessment-Services/Content-Area-F-L/Fine-Arts-Dance-Media-Arts-Music-Theatre-Visual-Arts/Visual-Arts/Visual-Arts-Standards#VASGrade
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Kentucky_Academic_Standards_Arts_and_Humanities.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Kentucky_Academic_Standards_Arts_and_Humanities.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Kentucky_Academic_Standards_Arts_and_Humanities.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/standards---k--12-arts.pdf?sfvrsn=497640bf_10
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/standards---k--12-arts.pdf?sfvrsn=497640bf_10
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/content/arts/standards
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Fine-Arts/FineArtsStandardsMaster.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Fine-Arts/FineArtsStandardsMaster.pdf

Massachuset | Massachusetts Arts Yes 2019 Massachusetts Tests
ts Curriculum Framework for Educator Licensure:
Visual Art
Michigan Michigan Merit No 2011 Michigan Test for
Curriculum Teacher Certification:
Visual Arts Education
Minnesota Minnesota K-12 Academic | Yes 2018 Minnesota Teacher
Standards in Arts Licensure
Education Examinations: Visual
Arts
Mississippi Mississippi College- and Yes 2017 Praxis — Art: Content
Career-Readiness Arts Knowledge
Learning Standards for
Visual Arts
Missouri Missouri Arts Learning Yes 2019 Missouri Educator
Standards Gateway Assessments:
Art
Montana Montana Content Yes 2016 Praxis — Art: Content Praxis subject test is one
Standards for Arts Knowledge option. Other options are
GPA; student-teaching
portfolio; or combination of
degree, out-of-state license
and experience.
Nebraska Nebraska College and No 2014 Praxis — Art: Content
Career Ready Standards Knowledge
for Fine Arts
Nevada Nevada Academic Yes 2017 Praxis — Art: Content
Content Standards for and Analysis
Fine Arts
New New Hampshire Arts Yes 2015 Praxis — Art: Content
Hampshire Model Competencies Knowledge
New Jersey New Jersey Student Yes 2020 Praxis — Art: Content
Learning Standards Knowledge
New Mexico | Adopted National Core Yes 2018 Praxis — Art: Content
Arts Standards Knowledge
New York New York State Learning | Yes 2017 New York State
Standards for the Arts Teacher Certification
Exam: Visual Arts
Content Specialty Test
North North Carolina Essential No 2016 Praxis — Art: Content
Carolina Standards and Analysis
North Dakota | North Dakota Visual Arts | Yes 2019 Praxis — Art: Content
Content Standards Knowledge
Ohio Ohio Learning Standards No 2012 Ohio Assessment for 2022 draft fine arts standards

for Fine Arts: Visual Arts

Educators: Art Content
Assessment

expected to be finalized in fall
2022; draft standards are
aligned to NCAS
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https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/arts/2019-08.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/arts/2019-08.docx
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Arts_Standards_Benchmarks_GLCE.pdf?rev=186da3437e3748f4bb288ed27803c2d9
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Arts_Standards_Benchmarks_GLCE.pdf?rev=186da3437e3748f4bb288ed27803c2d9
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=PROD034286&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=PROD034286&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=PROD034286&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/MS%20CCR%20Arts%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Visual%20Arts%202017%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/MS%20CCR%20Arts%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Visual%20Arts%202017%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/MS%20CCR%20Arts%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Visual%20Arts%202017%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/MS%20CCR%20Arts%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Visual%20Arts%202017%20FINAL.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/missouri-learning-standards#mini-panel-mls-standards7
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/missouri-learning-standards#mini-panel-mls-standards7
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=2v0S2hRBPjs%3d&portalid=182
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=2v0S2hRBPjs%3d&portalid=182
https://www.education.ne.gov/FineArts/
https://www.education.ne.gov/FineArts/
https://www.education.ne.gov/FineArts/
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/nde.doe.nv.gov/content/Nevada_Academic_Standards/Fine_Arts_Standards/visualarts.pdf
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/nde.doe.nv.gov/content/Nevada_Academic_Standards/Fine_Arts_Standards/visualarts.pdf
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/nde.doe.nv.gov/content/Nevada_Academic_Standards/Fine_Arts_Standards/visualarts.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt326/files/inline-documents/2020-04/nhsbea-arts-final.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt326/files/inline-documents/2020-04/nhsbea-arts-final.pdf
https://njartsstandards.org/
https://njartsstandards.org/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-visual-arts-at-a-glance-final-8-2-2017-high-res-v2.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-visual-arts-at-a-glance-final-8-2-2017-high-res-v2.pdf
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/teach-nc/curriculum-instruction/standard-course-study/arts-education
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/teach-nc/curriculum-instruction/standard-course-study/arts-education
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/Academic%20Support/2019%20Visual%20Arts%20Content%20Standards.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/Academic%20Support/2019%20Visual%20Arts%20Content%20Standards.pdf
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Fine-Arts/Fine-Arts-Standards
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Fine-Arts/Fine-Arts-Standards

Oklahoma Oklahoma Academic Yes 2020 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards for Fine Arts Knowledge
Oregon Oregon Arts Standards Yes 2015 Oregon Educator
Licensure Assessments:
Art
Pennsylvania | Pennsylvania Academic No 2002 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards for the Arts Knowledge
and Humanities
Rhode Island | Adopted National Core Yes 2017 Praxis — Art: Content
Arts Standards Knowledge
South South Carolina College- Yes 2017 Praxis — Art: Content
Carolina and Career-Ready and Analysis
Standards for Visual and
Performing Arts
Proficiency
South Dakota | South Dakota Fine Arts Yes 2015 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards Knowledge
Tennessee Tennessee Academic Yes 2018 Praxis — Art: Content
Standards for Fine Arts and Analysis
Texas Fine Arts Texas Essential No 2013 Texas Examinations of
Knowledge and Skills Educator Standards:
Art EC-12
Utah Utah Core Arts Standards | Yes 2016 Praxis — Art: Content
for Fine Arts Knowledge
Vermont Vermont Arts Learning Yes 2019 Praxis — Art: Content
Targets and Analysis
Virginia Virginia Standards of No 2020 Praxis — Art: Content
Learning Documents for Knowledge
Fine Arts
Washington Washington State K-12 Yes 2017 Washington Educator
Arts Learning Standards Skills Test —
Endorsement: Art
West Virginia | West Virginia Standards No 2018 Praxis — Art: Content
for Arts Education Knowledge
Wisconsin Wisconsin Standards for Yes 2019 Praxis — Art: Content
Art & Design Education Knowledge
Wyoming Wyoming Fine & No 2013 None Praxis Il required for

Performing Arts Content
& Performance Standards

elementary education, social
studies and early childhood
only
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https://sde.ok.gov/2020-fine-arts-standards
https://sde.ok.gov/2020-fine-arts-standards
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/arts/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Regulations%20and%20Statements/State%20Academic%20Standards/Arts.pdf
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Regulations%20and%20Statements/State%20Academic%20Standards/Arts.pdf
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Regulations%20and%20Statements/State%20Academic%20Standards/Arts.pdf
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/visual-and-performing-arts/standards/
https://www.ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/visual-and-performing-arts/standards/
https://www.ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/visual-and-performing-arts/standards/
https://www.ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/visual-and-performing-arts/standards/
https://www.ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/visual-and-performing-arts/standards/
https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/SD-FA-standards.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/SD-FA-standards.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/standards/art/Fine_Arts_Standards.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/standards/art/Fine_Arts_Standards.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/curriculum-standards/teks/texas-essential-knowledge-and-skills
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/curriculum-standards/teks/texas-essential-knowledge-and-skills
https://www.schools.utah.gov/file/d1fde2c5-7463-4892-9d23-8584924537a7
https://www.schools.utah.gov/file/d1fde2c5-7463-4892-9d23-8584924537a7
https://education.vermont.gov/student-learning/content-areas/visual-and-performing-arts
https://education.vermont.gov/student-learning/content-areas/visual-and-performing-arts
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/fine_arts/index.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/fine_arts/index.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/fine_arts/index.shtml
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/resources-subject-area/arts/arts-k%E2%80%9312-learning-standards
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/resources-subject-area/arts/arts-k%E2%80%9312-learning-standards
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=50457&Format=PDF
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=50457&Format=PDF
https://dpi.wi.gov/fine-arts/art-design/education-standards
https://dpi.wi.gov/fine-arts/art-design/education-standards
https://edu.wyoming.gov/for-district-leadership/standards/arts/
https://edu.wyoming.gov/for-district-leadership/standards/arts/
https://edu.wyoming.gov/for-district-leadership/standards/arts/

