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For each municipality, 60% of children in Connecticut’s 

School Readiness pre-K program must come from 

families whose incomes are 75% of the state median 

income or below.

Arkansas’ Better Chance for School Success Program 

requires that family incomes are no more than 200% of 

the federal poverty level and targets the state’s 3- and 

4-year-olds. 

The Illinois Preschool for All initiative, which also enrolls 

3- and 4-year-olds, has no income requirement and is 

third nationally in access for 3-year-olds. 

The federal Head Start program allows families 
whose incomes are at or below the federal poverty 
level (FPL) to enroll with the option of enrolling up 
to 10% of children who are above FPL. The 
program also allows children in foster care, children 
who are homeless and children from families 
receiving public assistance to enroll regardless of 
income. Local requirements may differ.

1HOW DO STATES DETERMINE PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY? 2DO PROGRAMS ADDRESS CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM?
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Of the 62 existing state pre-K programs across the country, 

23 (37%) have chronic absenteeism policies  
in place for pre-K and 39 (63%) do not. 

State has policies/practices to support efforts to reduce chronic 
absenteeism in state pre-K.
State does not have policies/practices to support efforts to reduce 
chronic absenteeism in state pre-K.

State has multiple programs with different responses to the question.

Eligibility requirements for state pre-K programs often involve a 

combination of income and additional risk factors (e.g., low birth 

weight, disability or developmental delay, homelessness, low parental 

educational attainment and more).

Research shows that students chronically absent in pre-K are more likely 

to continue a pattern of absenteeism in early elementary, leading to 

lower reading performance at the end of second grade. While state pre-K 

programs are not required to meet the compulsory attendance standards 

of the K-12 system, many states have recognized the importance of 

addressing chronic absenteeism in early learning settings. State initiatives 

include setting program attendance goals, collecting attendance data, and 

requiring outreach to and counseling for parents.

State has no programs.
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The required minimum daily instructional hours vary significantly across state 

pre-K programs. While a longer school day does not necessarily indicate higher 

quality, exposure time is an important structural consideration for states and 

has been linked to enhanced outcomes.

While a growing number of states are exploring how to better 

coordinate early learning governance structures, administration of 

state pre-K programs remains variable across the country. Even within 

a single state, administrative authority for different programs may 

reside with different entities.

Specific information for this Policy Outline comes from the National Institute for Early Education Research’s State Survey Data 2017-2018 Appendix.  

Additional national and state-level data can be found in NIEER’s State of Preschool 2019 report. 

3HOW MANY DAILY INSTRUCTIONAL HOURS ARE REQUIRED? 4WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PROGRAM OVERSIGHT?
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https://curry.virginia.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/epw/64_Effects_Full_Day_Prekindergarten.pdf
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/YB2019_Administrator_Special_Report.pdf
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/YB2019_Administrator_Special_Report.pdf

