
1 �An aligned system within a state charged with developing and administering workforce development activities. 
2 �Encompasses, but is not limited to, governing bodies, funding entities/mechanisms and interagency coordination.

noun [wurk-fohrs, dih-vel-uhp-muhnt]

WHICH ENTITIES FUND 
AND GOVERN SYSTEMS?

WHAT MOTIVATES  
STATES TO ACT?

FEDERAL  
GOVERNMENT

STATE  
AGENCIES

POSTSECONDARY  
EDUCATION

SECONDARY 
EDUCATION

WHO ARE THE  
KEY ACTORS?

OREGON TEXAS

Clear  definition  of its workforce 
development system.

�Board  convenes private and  
public stakeholders.

Administers  several federally  
funded workforce programs.

Commission  oversees workforce 
development services.

Governor’s initiative  links education and 
industry, and produced a  report.

Four-component  educational attainment 
goal, including increasing marketable skills.

S.B. 522S.B. 522

H. 919H. 919

In 2019, Arkansas enacted  S.B. 522,  requiring the 
Office of Skills Development,  in conjunction with the 

workforce board and education departments and boards, 
to bring together key stakeholders to develop a strategic 
plan and road map for meeting workforce demands.

In 2018, Vermont enacted  H. 919,  directing the 
Workforce Development Board  to collaborate 

with state agencies to align, coordinate and engage 
workforce stakeholders. The board since released an 
implementation plan.
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http://www.ecs.org
https://www.oregon.gov/WorkforceBoard/workforcesystem/Pages/WorkforceSystem.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/WorkforceBoard/board/Pages/board.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/WorkforceBoard/workforcesystem/Pages/WIOA.aspx
https://twc.texas.gov/about-texas-workforce
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor_abbott_establishes_tri_agency_workforce_initiative
https://twc.texas.gov/files/partners/tri-agency-report-office-governor-twc.pdf
http://www.60x30tx.com/goals/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/a20c4990f22d16972641072f683ee5fc79be8f7e5d97a011f57b1c95cc1794edd49ebcc2a2c23dda3c1939777829cbd0
https://arcareereducation.org/services/skills-development
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/a20c4990f22d16972641072f683ee5fc79be8f7e5d97a011f57b1c95cc1794edd49ebcc2a2c23dda3c1939777829cbd0
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2018/H.919
https://vwdb.vermont.gov/
https://vwdb.vermont.gov/sites/vwdb/files/Act%20189%20Leg%20Report%201.15.19.pdf
https://www.ecs.org/approaches-to-state-workforce-development-systems/
https://ednote.ecs.org/priority-areas-in-2018-workforce-development-legislation/
https://www.ecs.org/work-based-learning-model-policy-components/
https://www.ecs.org/career-and-technical-education/
https://ednote.ecs.org/tag/perkins-v-series/
https://ednote.ecs.org/tag/work-based-learning-series/
https://www.ecs.org/leveraging-community-colleges-in-the-workforce-innovation-and-opportunity-act-a-blueprint-for-state-policymakers/

